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1. THE MEANING OF VYASA PUJA N

Puja means “worship” and Vyasa or Srila Vyasadeva is the compiler and supreme
authority on Vedic literature. Vyasa Puja literally means “the worship of Vyasa,”
refers to the worship of the genuine spiritual master who is the ideal

representative of Srila Vyasadeva on the occasion of his appearance day.

The spiritual master is the representative of Srila Vyasadeva because he is
distributing the nectar that Srila Vyasadeva churned out of the ocean of the
Vedas. Veda means “knowledge” the knowledge of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. In Bhagavad Gita, Krsna says, vedais ca sarvair abam eva vedyah by all the
Vedas I am to be known. The ultimate objective of the Vedas is to reveal the
identity of Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. And that Vedic

revelation becomes manifest in the heart of the conditioned soul by the mercy of

the spiritual master because he has been especially empowered by the Lord to

bestow that mercy. That is why the spiritual master is the most worthy CONTENTS:
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everything. Tasmai sri gurave namah we offer our respectful obeisances to the lotus
feet of that spiritual master. Our self-surrender unto him out of heartfelt gratitude

is our spontaneous worship of his lotus feet.

The spiritual master reveals transcendental knowledge within our hearts. Krsna’s
identity is revealed. His transcendental pastimes are revealed, His eternal
relationship with His associates is revealed and we get a sublime taste of the
absolute knowledge and eternal bliss. He guides us to the spiritual sky and
satisfies the deepest longings of the soul. This causes our heart to melt in the fire
of gratitude and compels us to surrender completely unto His lotus feet. This
offering of the self in spontaneous dedication is the tru worship of the spiritual
master, The Vyasa Puja. The Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna is sitting in
everyone’s heart as the Supersoul waiting for the living entity to turn towards
Him and recognise Him as his dearmost friend. Kowna bbagye kona jivera sraddba yadi
haya Out of sheer good fortune, when someone turns his face towards Krsna and
develops the faith that He is the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Tabe sei jiva

sadbusanga je karaya then Krsna arranges for him to associate with the sadhus, the
devotees. Sadbu sanga baite baya sravana kirfana. In the association of devotees, he
hears about Krsna and gradually starts to comprehend his glories. The association
with the pure devotee enchants him and he feels very much drawn toward the




bona fide spiritual master. He feels as if his guru has stolen his heart away. He cannot help but love him with all his
heart and soul and in that love he offers himself as the sacrifice at his lotus feet. As the external manifestation of the
Supersoul, the genuine spiritual master appears before us so that we can see him with our material sense but his form
is not material, his words are not material and he has nothing to do with the material nature. He appears here simply
out of Krnsa’s causeless mercy, the bona fide spiritual master becomes perceivable to our material senses simply to
spiritualise our hearts to become submerged in the ocean of transcendental bliss. He tells us, “Do not hesitate to
depend on Krsna. Just surrender to Him and He will give you everything you need.” Trusting the spiritual master, we
surrender more and more and as our surrender increases, we are increasingly drawn towards him. We renounce our
material identity and in return we achieve the highest benedictions, the rejuvenation of our lost relationship with the

Supreme Self, Sri Krsna.

The external manifestation of the Supersoul, the bona fide spiritual master, takes us by the hand and teaches us how
to walk on the platform, then one day just as he appeared to us out of Krsna’s mercy he disappears from our limited
vision out of that same causeless mercy. Though no longer physically present he watches how much we are
surrendering ourselves unto him. Silently, he says, “When I was with you, you used to say so eloquently how much
you love me. Now is the time for you to prove your love for me. Real love flourishes in the fire of separation. Now
prove that your surrender to me was not impelled by material motives but inspired by love that fills the heart with the
resolute determination to follow my orders. Do not deceive yourself thinking that I am gone. I instructed you not to
trust your senses. So do not trust your senses and think that I am gone. If you love me then find out where I am and
thus you will attain the Kingdom of Krsna, Goloka Vrindavan. Do not deviate from following my instructions as they
are. Do not try to concoct some meaning out of them simply to suit your need. Do not make my instructions a
convenience for your sense gratification. Become free from the bondage of matter, otherwise how can you go back to
Godhead? Unless you are totally surrendered, unconditionally the gates to the spiritual sky will not be open for you.
Krsna will judge you according to your submission to me because I am his representative. Your scholarship or
expertise will not be of any use unless they are surrendered to Him through me with unalloyed devotion and intense
dedication. By Krsna’s arrangement I appeared before you in my physical form and made you aware that my
instructions are non-different from me. In my instructions, I am unchanging and eternal. That is where you will find
me. If you love me then come and associate with my instructions, embrace them with all sincerity and make them
your existence. If you want to worship me then let this be the standard. I do not need the flowers that are offered
without love nor the food that is prepared without devotion. I want yourself as an offering and that is how you

worship the representative of Stila Vyasadeva. That is the meaning of Vyasa Puja.” (By His Holiness Bhakti Charu
Swami Maharaja In 1981 as an Offering To Srila Prabhupada)

2. HOW I CAME TO KRISHNA CONSCIOUSNESS

Hare Krishna. I am Bhakti Charu Swami, one of the sanyasis and GBC members of ISKCON, International Society for
Krishna Consciousness. Today I have been asked to speak on how I came to Krishna Consciousness. I was in Europe,
Germany supposedly studying and the exposure to the West did me a lot of good and broadened my perspective. 1
made many friends there and many of my friends especially the Americans had a gross misconception that India was a
very poor country and that used to hurt my pride. Although when I was in India I used to think that West was best but
after going to the West I started to develop some attachments, appreciation and love for my motherland. When people
would say things like, “India is so backward and people starve to death.” I used to protest quite strongly. I then began
to realize that I am trying to uphold the glories of my country but how little I knew about my motherland and that
actually made me read books about India. As I started to read those books I started to develop a deep appreciation for
Indian culture and philosophy which eventually led to India’s spititualism, India profound spiritual wisdom and that let
me to decide to come back to India.

I began to see the futility of material existence and the materialistic way of life and the need for spiritual pursuit and so
I decided to come back to India mainly to find a Guru because I decided to take to spiritual life. I wanted to just come
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back to India and go to the Himalayas and practice spiritual culture which would lead to liberation. Although I was quite
tixed on that objective I was also quite well aware that in order to do that I needed a Guru who would guide me and
take me by the hand and lead me onto that path. In this way I came back to India and thought as soon as I come back
1 would I would find a Guru and he would lead me to my spiritual life and with that objective I landed in Delhi and
went straight to Hrishikesh and of course I stopped in Haridwar for a few days and then went to Hrishikesh. Then 1
began to become disappointed because I saw how shallow those so called sadhus or spiritualists were with their spiritual
understanding. Although I did not know what to expect out of them but at least one thing I became quite aware of that
this is not what I wanted. Most of them were just smoking ganja and having a free time sitting on the bank of Ganges
just smoking and wasting their time. I also went to some of the ashrams and also met other sadhus but it made me feel
all their pursuits were materialistic. They were not really leading to any spiritual objective. Their goal was not really set
and they themselves did not know what they wanted. For example, when it came to yoga practice I went to some of the
yoga ashrams and when I started to speak to them, I even spent some time staying with them.

My understanding of the objective of yoga is that yoga has different objectives but I was seeing they were stuck at very
basic pranayama. The objective pranayama of holding one’s breath for hours together maybe a long, long time. The
purpose pf pranayama what I understood already was to free the mind from the influence of the objects of the mind.
The material world around us is dragging our consciousness externally and in order to project our consciousness
internally there is a need to stop the mind from taking the consciousness from the external reality. I didn’t see that
pursuit in their yoga practices and what to speak of dhyan and Samadhi? This disappointed me because by reading books
already had some understanding which I found that they were not aware of or they were not trying to achieve and that
kind of disappointed me.

Anyway, I travelled around that area for quite some time and I was planning to go to Badrinath but I could not go as
winter was starting and the road was blocked and Badrinarayan came down to Yoshinath. I spent some time in
Yoshinath and met some interesting people and then I also stayed at different ashrams like Anandamayi’s ashram. At
one point I was quite decided sort of to join there because I found some nice people and that’s what attracted me.

Eventually I gave up my search and it was around that time I came back to Calcutta at my father’s place. Quite
disillusioned about my spiritual life and quite unqualified to pursue a materialistic way of life when I was in a dilemma,
complete confusion and disappointment I got a book. It was by His Divine Grace A.C Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada. The book was The Nectar of Devotion, an English translation of Rupa Goswami’s Bbaktirasamritasindhu.
Srila Prabhupada translated that into English. When I started to read that then everything became so clear, everything
became crystal clear. Practically from the first page I had two amazing realizations because they came with such
profound clarity. Those two things was that Krishna is the Supreme Personality of Godhead, God is a person. Prior to
that I did not have a clear understanding of God. I was pursuing an impersonalistic spiritual search that ultimately it is
Brahman. The goal of life is to merge into Brahman and by doing that one becomes free from the material bondage and
becomes elevated to the spiritual platform. Prabhupada made it so clear in just a few words that God is a person and
that person is Krishna. From my childhood I was attracted to Krishna but nobody ever told me that Krishna is God. I
did not have any understanding of God so there was no consideration that Krishna was God but Srila Prabhupada made
this point so clear that Krishna is the Supreme Personality of Godhead. God is a person, He is the Supreme person,
Supreme creator, Supreme maintainer and He is taking care of all of us. So He is a person, an intelligent being and He
is an individual with an inconceivable ability and that is how He could do things like create something just by His wish.
Just like we are familiar with the concept like God said let there be light and there was light. Now that Supreme
Personality of Godhead He just says let there be and it is there! Gradually, I got to know that He looked at the material
nature and the entire creation became manifest. He was lying in the causal ocean and from His breathing in that causal
ocean, the bubbles that generated, these bubbles, each single bubble is a universe. Such inconceivable informations
Prabhupada provided. Then I began to realize that liberation is not just merging into a light and being out of this world
of suffering. The liberation is meant to lead us to the Supreme Personality of Godhead and enable us to develop a
relationship with Him. Due to that relationship we become elevated beyond this material nature and enter into the
spiritual reality. All these informations came with such profound clarity that I began to realize this is what I was looking
for. The next night I actually had a dream and I dreamt of Srila Prabhupada, just the sight of Srila Prabhupada. I saw
him in an amazing way. I saw him sitting on a throne and there was a brilliant light coming out of his body and just that
sight made me realize that finally I found my spiritual master.
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When I decided to join ISKCON Srila Prabhupada was in America so I thought that I would wait until Srila Prabhupada
returned to India and I would then surrender myself to him. Thinking that I decided to travel to different places of
Krishna’s and Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s pastimes and the first place I went to was Mayapur. Although Mayapur is our
world headquarters but those days Mayapur was very small. There was just 50 or 60 devotees all of them westerners.
They were young Americans and Europeans and they were very inviting. When I went there they requested me to stay
and be with them; at least try it out. I thought as it is I made up my mind to join Srila Prabhupada’s movement ISKCON
and now that these devotes were requesting me to stay with them and be part of the movement so I said why not.
Without telling anything to anybody I just went to the barber, shaved my head, went to the Ganges and threw away my
old clothes and put on the devotee dress, dhoti and kurta. At that time I thought that I would give it a try for 2 months
and if I don’t like it by that time my hair will grow and I can go back home. Since then these 2 months did not really
end. On the other hand the more I am getting involved the more time I am passing the more I am becoming convinced
about this wonderful process. Why is this so convincing? Because this takes us beyond this material nature not only
enables us to usher into the spiritual world but it actually takes us to the highest region of the spiritual sky where one
gets an opportunity to develop a loving relationship with the Lord like that of a friend, like that between father and
children, lover and beloved so that is the highest relationship that one can ever achieve with the Supreme Personality
of Godhead. Even higher than that developing a loving relationship with the Lord in friendship, parental and conjugal
love even higher than that loving relationship is inviting others to come and develop their relationship with the Lord.
Make people understand who God is and what is our relationship with Him is like and how we can develop our
relationship with Him by educating them in this way. Then we can bring them to a platform where they can practically
develop their relationship with the Supreme Personality of Godhead. In simple words it’s a very high achievement
spititually to develop a loving relationship with the Lord but even higher is to distribute the love to others enabling
them to come close to the Lord. (Interview with HH Bhakti Charu Swami Maharaja by ISKCON Desiretree on 7 March
2015.)

3. SRILA PRABHUPADA APPRECIATION
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I was very fortunate when I met Srila Prabhupada, he allowed me to stay with him. He gave me a service which enabled
me to be close to him. At our first meeting Srila Prabhupada gave me the service of translating his books in Bengali and
at that time Srila Prabhupada had about 10 000 followers. To even get close to Srila Prabhupada was difficult what to
speak of being with him. Although I came to his lotus feet quite late but I had the good fortune of being with him all
the time. Eventually Srila Prabhupada made me secretary of Indian affairs and in this way, I had the good fortune of

serving him until he left this planet.

(Compilation & editing by Hemavati Radhika dasi)




