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A\ “O Lord Jagannatha, to Your dear devotees
2 You give the nectar of Your lips
B ¢ (in the form of maha-prasada.)
’ ‘) You satisfied King Indradyumna
¥ (who prayed for Your appearance.)
You are very eager to protect Your younger sister
Subhadra and Your older brother Baladeva.
[ offer my respects at Your lotus feet.”

Sri Jagannatha-deva-stavah
By Sanatana Goswami
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Yours in the Service of
Srila Prabhupada

A personal message from H.H. Bhakti Charu Swami

To me my birthday never really bore any special
significance. Later on, however, after coming in
contact with Srila Prabhupada’s teachings, 1
became aware that although our birth in this
material nature is meant for undergoing various
kinds of sufferings, yet birth as a human being
olfers us a golden opportunity to develop our
loving relationship with Krsna and go back 1o
our eternal home in the spiritual sky. Thereflore,
irrespective of what others may think about the
purpose of my coming here, to me it is clear that
the only significant reason for my coming to this
world is to take advantage of the causeless mercy
of my spiritual master, His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupida.

When [ started to give initiation, my disciples,
following the custom of ISKCON, started to
celebrate my birthday with great pomp and
grandeur. This used to make me feel extremely
embarrassed and guilty. Therefore, at one point I
decided to stop that and turned this day into the
Srila Prabhupada Memorial Festival in order 10
mark the day of his arrival in the USA.

It is through His Divine Grace that 1 received my
real birth. He delivered me from my miscrable
material existence and reinstated me in my
spiritual identity. He gave me a new life full of
purpose and joy. He is my real father, and my real
identity is in being his son. Ever since I became
connected to him my life found its true meaning.
The joy that T was searching for all my life
became achieved simply due to my connection
with him. He gave me everything that I was
hankering for. Therefore, the best way | can
celebrate my birthday is by singing his glories
and broadcasting his greatness all over the world.

Yours in the service of Srila Prabhupada,

L

Bhakti Charu Swami
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Prabhupada Memorial Festival
17" September 2007

For the followers of ISKCON 17" September is a
very important day. On this day in 1965 Srila
Prabhupada arrived in the West to ulfill the
order of his spiritual master and the prediction of
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu—to spread Krsna
consciousness all over the world. This day is also
the Vyasa-paja of H.H. Bhakti Charu Swami. For
many years Maharija has celebrated this occasion
by organizing the Prabhupida Memorial Festival.
The last three years the event has been held in
Ujjain. Last year devotees from around the world
gathered in Ujjain to remember and recommil
themselves to Srila Prabhupada and his mission.

Sl .. -

Amidst a day of feslivilies—lecmrcs, kirtanas,

glorilications and a fire sacrifice—the highlight

was a speech given by the speci
of Puri. Below are excerpts fron
lecture, glorilying $ril

al guest, the King
1 his inspiring
a Prabhupada and

explaining the significance of Ujjain

Itis by the Lord's mercy, the grace of Srila
Prabhupada and the very kind feelings and
sentiments of our very dear Bhakti Charu Swami
Mahardja that this sery

| antis with you today to
share his feelings in glorilication of the

e great
spinitual master Srila Prabhupada

in this town of
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Ujjain, known in ancient times as Avantipura,
With your permission 1 would like to take you,
with supersonic speed through time, on a
journey from Avantipura to Jagannatha Puri to
Srila Prabhupada and present day ISKCON.

The story begins here in Avantipura and is

described in the Skanda Purana. Avanti is referred

to as the second Avaramati, the capital of
Indradeva. It was so beautiful, opulent and
prosperous because the King of Avantipura was
Indradyumna. King Indradyumna was from the
Siirya vamsa, the solar dynasty, and fifth in
generation from Lord Brahma himself. He was a
great king, p benevolent ruler and a true

Vaisnava.

Jagannatha appears for King Indradyumna
Having reached the fulfillment of his
imperialistic and regal rule, King Indradyumna
wanted to dedicate his life in the service of the

Lord and to build a temple in the place where the

Lord actually resided. So he asked all the
courtesans and scholars of his assembly the
whereabouts of such a place. An old travelling
pilgrim go
where the L

King's court
very moment, the King of Avantipura,
ow) of going to Purushottama-ksetra

ord is residing now.” He told the

about Purushottama Puri. At that
took a

sankalpa (v
and buildin
where he wo

life to the Lo

g a glorious temple for the Lord
uld worship and dedicate his whole
rd. King Indradyumna immediately
sent out all his ambassadors to search for the
Lord. One of them, Vidyapati, with the help of
the tribal sabara people, had darsana of the Lord
in Puri. But the Lord was not in the form of
Jagannatha, Baladeva and Subhadra as we sc¢
Them today. He was in the form of Nila
Madhava, a beautiful Visnu Deity, holding
sankha, cakra, gada and padma in His four
ni, that is blue sapphire gemstone

Maha Laksmi. Ananta-sesa was
q were in

arms.

He was nilama
and He was with
behind Him and
front. Having discovere

Sudarsana and Garud
d Lord Nila Madhava,

t up and said “Yes, there is such a place

Vidyapati rushed back to the king to inform him.
King Indradyumna left Avantipura in great hurry
but by the time he reached Purushottama ksetra
the Lord was no longer there. There had heen a
huge sandstorm and the whole place was covered
in sand; Lord Nila Madhava had disappeared.
King Indradyumna was such a great devotee that
he wanted to give up his life. He felt there was no
point living even a single day if he could not
have daréana of the Lord. But he was guided by
one of his priests, “Please do not do that. Your
path has been ordained. 1 have heard it from Lord
Brahma himself: you must perform one hundred
asvamedha yajias and at the end of that the Lord
will reappear again.” So King Indradyumna
performed the asvamedha yajias at the place
where today the Gundica Temple stands. At the
end of the yajiia a divine voice was heard saying
“I will appear again because of your tapasya. For
the benefit of the entire creation I will reappear.
You will find a celestial tree in the waters of the
ocean. Bring that tree and worship Me.” So King
Indradyumna went to the ocean and brought the
tree onto land. But then there was a problem:
None of the carpenters could carve the Lord's
form from the log. Their instruments kept
breaking. Again the King wasina dilemma. Then
a divine voice said “Do not worry. You are a true
devotee, so the Lord will help you. An old person
will come forward. Let him work on the tree.”
According to the divine voice an old person came
and the King gave him permission. But the old

a2 condition, “You must give me
chamber where T will not be disturbed until my

job is done.” The king agreed and placed him in

the chamber along with the tree and shut the

doors. For some time they heard voices and
sounds and so understood the job was being

done. But after a few
anything. Queen Gundica became very
ordered the doors to be opened. When

the doors were opened they saw Lord Jaganndtha,

Balabhadra and Subhidra manifest. The old man

re. So this is how Lord Jagannatha,
the world for

carpenter had

days they couldn't hear
worried

and she

was not the

Baladeva and Subhadra appeared in
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the first time. It is because of the great sacrilice
and devotion of this great Vaisnava, the King of
Ujjain, King Indradyumna, that Lord Jagannatha
Baladeva and Subhadra manifested 10 bless the
whole world. So Ujjain is of great significance,
and is very special and that is what brings me
here today with Swamiji's kind grace.

The deities then had 1o be consecrated. To do
that, King Indradyumna, along with Devarsi
Narada, went to Brahmaloka and requested
Brahma to perform the ceremony. Lord Brahma
came to carth to perform the adi prana pratista of
the Lords. When the Lords were consecrated they
took a living form and spoke directly to the King,
“Arrange for My daily worship and celebration of
My festivals.” These were divine orders and King
Indradyumna had 1o carry them out. After the
installation was over the first Rathayatra took
place from the Gundica temple to the new temple
that King Indradyumna had built. The original
temple was 1000 cubits high (15 hundred feet.)
It is not the one we see now. That is the last in
the series of temples built for the Lord. Many
temples have come over time but the original
temple was built by the King of Ujjain.

Alter establishing the worship of Lord Jagannitha
King Indradyumna no longer had any desire for
material acquisitions. So he asked Brahma, “I
would like to go to Brahmaloka.” He entrusted
the duty of serving the Lord to the King of Utkal.
Just like Avanti was the ancient name of Ujjain,
so Utkal was the ancient name of Orissa. King
Indradyumna explained to King Kala of Utkala
how 1o perform the various duties of
worshipping the Lord. That is how this tradition
started; whichever royal dynasty or sovereign
political power of Utkala pradesha came to
power, they had 10 become servants of Lord
Jagannatha and [ulfill the seva of the Lord, in
accordance to the Lord’s instructions to King
Indradyumna. This is how the tradition began
and how the seva continues. It is coming down

{rom centuries.

During history we sce that
becanse of the Lord's mercy
all the great acaryas came (o
Puri to worship the Lord,
Sankaracarya, Madhvicirya,
Raminujicirya,
Nimbirkacarya, all the great
dcdryas came to Puri and
established their asramas
there. In 1510, Caitanya
Mahaprabhu first came to
Jagannatha Puridhama. After
travelling to South India and
to Vrndavana, he stayed in
Puri from 1513—1533.
During the last twenty years
of His pastimes Caitanya
Mahaprabhu lived only in
Jagannatha Puri, having
darsana of Lord Jagannatha.
Due to Caitanya
Mahiprabhu’s presence
Purushottama ksetra became
a vibrant, dynamic Vaisnava
centre. Then of course
Maharja Prataparudra served
Caitanya Mahaprabhu. All the
Kings ol Orissa, later known
as the Gajapati Maharajas,
served the Lord.

Srila Prabhupada brings
Jagannatha to the West

And then we take a jump, 350
years from Caitanya
Mahaprabhu's advent, and
come to Thikura Srila
Bhaktivinode in the 1870s,
when the King ol Puri was
Divyasinghdeva 3. At this
time the British were
controlling Orissa and they
found that the temple affairs
were not being properly
managed. So they arranged
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[or the magistrate of Puri to look alter temple

allairs. Thus for several yvears Bhaktivinode

I hakura served Lord Jagannatha directly and

looked after the affairs of the Jagannatha temple

During this time Srila Prabhupada

Bhaktisiddhianta took birth in Puri on Februar

6, 1874, very close 1o th temple, on Grand Road

where the Rathayatra took place. This is the place

of the present Caitanya Gaudiya Math. It is said

that when Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura
mother brought the little baby onto the streets on
Rathayatra day, the chariot of Lord Jagannatha
stopped and the Lord's garland fell on the baby
thus foretelling the great mission that the child
had in hand. Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura
laid the foundations of the Gaudiya movement
around India, founding sixty-four Gaudiya Math
temples. He set the stage for the great mission ol
Srila Prabhupada. In the very first meeting that
Srila Prabhupada had with his spiritual master in
1922, Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura
categorically advised him to take the message of
Krsna consciousness to the West and all over the
world to [ulfill the prediction of Caitanya
Mahaprabhu that harinama sankirtana would be
heard in every town and village. Now this
became a guru adesa of Srila Prabhupada. It was
in his mind, but it was only after a long time, at
the age of sixty-nine that this order came to pass.
Most of us, if we lived that long, would think of
retiring comlortably, having sufficient money in
the bank and some place to lead a comfortable
retired life. At such an age when the body starts
giving problems who wants to work? We want to
comfortably sit at home and chantjapa.But here
was this old person deciding to carry out his
guru'sorder and travel. Those days it was not
easy to travel. Nowadays it is so easy to travel
from India to America. But for Srila Prabhupada
It was a two month journey in a ship and during
that time he had two heart attacks. But nothing
happened because he was meant to fulfill the
Lord's mission. He arrived in America without a
penny in his pocket and without knowing what

to do. This is one of the best examples of
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saranagati, complete surrender to the Lord. You
surrender to the Lord and He does His work
through you. It is not the individual, who is
acting but it is the Lord’s power. It is the Lord's
action which takes over.

Now imagine the situation: It was 1965, the year
of the hippy movement. In Greenwich Village,
New York, the young people were doing all sorts
of things, taking LSD, marijuana, intoxicants,
and were full of pain."Here an elderly man, of
sixty-nine years, in strange clothes was doing
harinama kirtana. This is unheard of! Just
imagine the courage, conviction and sacrifice of
Srila Prabhupada. It is only his supreme devotion
and complete surrender to the Lord which made
this possible. And what followed is something
which is magical and divine. He made human
beings, from people who had gone off the path,
who were dropouts and could not keep pace with
the materialistic rat race of America. In this
counter culture climate they had just dropped
out and were looking for alternatives. But they
had taken to the wrong paths and so were going
to hell. To retrieve them and to make them
human beings, then good human beings, and
then transform them into divine beings, is a
miracle. All this happened within a span of a few
years. Srila Prabhupada formed the Krsna
consciousness movement in 1966.

The next year, in 518 Fredrick Street, in the
Haight Ashbury district of San Francisco, Srila
Prabhupiada was sitting in the temple when
Malati devi came and took out a little three inch
doll from her bag and said “Here Swamiji I have
brought you this!” Immediately Srila Prabhupida
paid his pranaris and with great devotion started
praying. Malati mataji was surprised, “What is
this? [gotoa little store which deals with
imported goods and buy this souvenir which
took my fancy and now Srila Prabhupada is

doing dandavats 0 it!” Then Srila Prabhupada
e s is Lord jagannéllm. the Lord of

. “Thi
explflmcd e aske d her, “Are there two more

the univer se.” I

like this?” She said, “Yes, yes, there are two more
like this.” So she ran back and got Balabhadra |
and Subhadra. That is the beginning of the Lord’s
manifestation in the United States of America.
This is all actually the Lord’slila and Srila
Prabhupada was the instrument. Immediately
Srila Prabhupada told Syamasundara, Malati's
husband, “Can you carve big images of these
little three dolls?” Syamasundara began the job
and three foot images of Balabhadra, Subhadra
and Lord Jagannitha were made and installed
there. And then the first Rathayatra in the West
occurred. That was the beginning in1967. And
then the rest of the story is well known. Many of
you have played an actual part in this movement.

- You have been next to Srila Prabhupada and

served him and his mission from the beginning.

Srila Prabhupada’s greatness

Over the span of twelve years, Srila Prabhupada
went around the world fourteen times and
established one hundred and eight centers. This
is not humanly possible. At the age of sixty-nine
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he started his mission abroad and within a span

of twelve years, it became a worldwide
movement. Had it not been the Lord’s will, the
Lord's desire and the Lord's strength, none of this
could have happened. This was something that
the world needed the most. In the twentieth
century, global humanity made tremendous
achievements in science and all sorts of material
advancement. But in the spiritual field very little
was 1o be seen. It was so dormant that
individuals became imbalanced. Outside there
was so much opulence but inside everything was
rotten and hollow. There were asuras, demons
and animals, in the form of human beings. And
from this came excessive materialistic culture
without any inward spiritual growth. But Srila
Prabhupada changed that and fulfilled a great
mission. Something is considered precious and
its value measured by its rarity. Because it is not
available therefore it is precious. If we go toa
desert, where there is no water and we have a lot
of gold and diamonds with us, they won't have
much value. But a drop of water has a lot of

value. It can save lives. Similarly what the world
and humanity needed in the twentieth century
was spiritual awareness. It needed a spiritual
revolution which Srila Prabhupada brought into
being. The whole of humanity was sinking into
the path of excessive materialism devoid of
spirituality and that would have led us to our
destruction. After World War 1 and 11, if there
was a World War 111 nothing would remain. But
now there is hope. When the world wakes up to
spiritual awareness, to Krsna consciousness, then
there is hope for humanity. This was the great
role Srila Prabhupida fulfilled: He brought
spirituality to the forefront of the international
forum to give a chance for a golden tomorrow.

So with these words I would like to pay my
homage to the great spiritual master Srila
Prabhupada. He continues to be with every
devotee. It is said that when the master departs
from his mortal physical body, his power actually
becomes many-fold. He is no longer limited by
the physical form because he has expanded to a
subtle dimension which is more potent and
powerful. Simultaneously he can be with each
one of us to give us all strength. It will be a real
tribute to Srila Prabhupada, if this mission—
which is God’s own mission of spreading Krsna
consciousness around the world—is taken
further and further and made more intensive.
Now we have more than four hundred centers.
This shows that Srila Prabhupada’s grace is
multiplying. Srila Prabhupada’s work is going
ahead very nicely by devotees all around the
world. That must be kept on because still much
remains to be done. Kali yuga is still very strong
and the proportion of the sattvik people who are
spiritually inclined is still very small. When we
read the newspaper we know what is happening
in the world. So work is yet to be done. It has to
be constantly going forward and that is our seva
and our real offering to Srila Prabhupada. If we
can do our little bit to help the mission grow, so
that ultimately the course of Kali yuga weakens,
then Satya yuga will dawn on a golden tomorrow.

Scanned with CamScanner



Sri Jagannathastaka

kadacit kalindi-tata-vipina-sangitaka-ravo
mudibhiri-nari-vadana-kamaliasvada-madhupah
rami-sambhu-brahmamara-pati-ganesarcita-pado
jagannithah svami nayana-patha-gami bhavatu me

bhuje savye venurh sirasi $ikhi-puccharh kati-tate
dukillarh netrinte sahacara-katiksar vidadhate
sadi srimad-vrdivana-vasati-lili-paricayo
jagannathah svami nayana-patha-gimi bhavatu me

b m pmmm ahaﬂ-bﬂawasdrm
subhadri-madhya-sthah salula-su.-sevﬁvasam-do
jagannathah svami nayana-patha-gami bhavatu me

krpa-paravarah sajala-jalada-sreni-ruciro
rama-vani-rimah sphurad-amala-pankeruha-mukhah
surendrair aridhyah $ruti-gana-$ikha-gita-carito
jagannithah svami nayana-patha-gami bhavateme.___

rathariidho gacchan pathi milita-bhadeva-patalaih
stuti-praidurbhavam prati-padam upakarnya sadayah
daya-sindhur bandhuh sakala-jagatam sindhu-sutaya
jagannathah svimi nayana-patha-gami bhavatu me

para-brahmapidah kuvalaya-dalotphulla-nayano
nivasi nilidrau nihita-carano ‘nanta-$irasi
rasanando ridha-sarasa-vapur-ilingana-sukho
jagannithah svimi nayana-patha-gami bhavatu me

na vai yiice rijyam na ca kanaka-minikya-vibhavavam
na yice ‘ham ramyim sakala-jana-kimyam vara-vadhiim
sada kile kile pramatha-patina gita-carito
jagannathah svami nayana-patha-gimi bhavatu me

hara tvarh samsdram druta-taram asararh Sura-pate
hara tvarh papanim vitatith aparam yadava-pate
aho dine ‘nithe nihita-carano niscitam idam
jagannathah svami nayana-patha-gami bhavatume

jagannathastakarh punyarh yah pathet prayatah sucy
sarva-papa-visuddhatma visnu-lokarh sa gacchagi

Somenmes in great happiness Lordjt

d concert witl

banks of th Heisllhg.

r!ebmufunomsuh
ofija, 0-gTes

l:'mblebee

e cow!

nalities s thm:
Indra and Ganesa worship His losesfeet®™May
that Jagannatha Svami be the object of my

vision. -
.
In His left hand Lol:djag,annitha hOIds a flute,
on l'lls head
His hips He weém ellow silken cloth.
From the corners of His eyes He bestows :
sidelong glances upon His loving devotees, and “ 3
He always reveals Himself through His pastimes
in His divine abode of Vrndavana. May that
Jagannatha Svami be the object of my vision.

On the shore of the great ocean, within a large
palace atop the brilliant, golden Nilacala Hill,
Lord Jagannatha resides with His powerful ;
brother Balabhadra and His sister Subhadra,

who sits between Them, May that Jagannitha

Svami, who bestows the opportunity for

devotional service upon all godly souls, be the

object of my vision.
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Lord Jagannatha is an ocean of mercy and as
beautiful as a row of blackish rain clouds. He is
the storehouse of bliss for Laksmi and
Sarasvati, and His face resembles a spotless full- to Lord Visnu's abode,
blown lotus. The best of demigods and sages o s

The self-restrained, virtuous soul who recites
these eight verses glorifying Lord Jagannatha
becomes cleansed of all sins and duly proceeds

worship Him and the Upanisadssing His
glories. May that Jagannitha Svami be the
object of my vision. > ‘ ,
» st
When Lord Jaganniatha moves#ilong the rdad $h
His Rathayitra car, every step large ass:hhlies
of brahmanas loudly chant prayers #d sing
songs for His pleasure. Hearing'their lymnsy
Lord Jagannitha becomes v@f{avoﬁmbl
disposed toward them, He is an ocean g

iend ol ait Ly

s resemble full-
‘the ornament-on Lord
e resides on Nilacala Hiy'l 2
el placed on the heag s

adeva. Overwhelmed by the mellows of -
bveHe joyfully embraces Srimati Radharani's &
bddy, whiclyis like 2 cool pond. May that

dones-pray for 2
or wealth. I do nbt.ask
desired by all iin. I simply pray that '
Jagannitha Svami, whose glories Lord Siva n,}y

always sings, m‘c the consjgnt object of
vision.

O Lord of the demigods, please quickly remove }"v,‘
this useless material existence | am undergoing. .
O Lord of the Yadus, please destroy this vast,
shoreless ocean of sins. Alas, this is certain:

Lord Jagannatha bestows His lotus feet upon
those who feel themselves fallen and have no
shelter in this world but Him. May that
Jagannatha Svami be the object of my vision.
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Lord Jagannatha
Comes to Ujjain

[he Installation of Lord Jagannatha

And the Opening of the Mid Day Meal Programme

By Krsnashish dasa

The 30" of June 2007 marked the opening of the
Mid Day Meal programme (MDM) and the
auspicious occasion of the installation of Lord
Jagannatha, Baladeva and Subhadria Maharini in
a beautiful wooden altar on the MDM building
premises. Devotees from around India and South
Alrica came especially for the festival.

The evening prior to the festival, several Vedic
ceremonies took place at our Mid Day Meal
kitchen for the installation of the deities. H. G.
Seva Tulya dasa came especially from Mumbai to
perform them. He is one of the most qualified
prahmanas in ISKCON and extremely expert in

the performance of yajitas and Vedic rites.

On the day of the installation Maharaja gave a
lecture explaining the importance of the Mid Day
Meal project. The main highlight of the kitchen
is the chapatti-making machine which makes
10,000 chapati’s per hour. It seems appropriate
that Lord Jagannitha, the Lord of the Universe,
who likes to receive an abundance of offerings of
bhoga and then takes pleasure in His prasada
being distributed widely, was now coming to
preside in the new Mid Day Meal kitchen from
where thousands of children would be fed daily.
The atmosphere was filled with excitement as
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Maharija described the mercy of Lord Jagannatha

and His arrival in Ujjain:

“Lord Krsna has a very special relationship with
this city of Ujjain. He came here with His elder
brother to study at Sandipani muni's dsrama.
When we opened the ISKCON Radha Madan
Mohan Temple, we also installed Krsna Balarama
deities along with the deity of Sandipani muni.
At that time 1 also thought of bringing Lord
Jagannitha here because His appearance is
related to this city. Lord Jagannitha has a very

serious and deep connection with Avantika. In

Satva yuga, about 4,000,000 years ago, Lord

Jagannatha manifested Himself to fulfill the
desire of King Indradyumna, the King ol Avanti.
Even though Jagannatha manifested Himsell to
the King, He never came to Avanti. But today
Lord Jagannatha is in His city and He will be

staying here.”

After the lecture the netronmilan ceremony took

lace, where the eyes of the deities are opened for

P
e us Their darsana. The deities

the first time to giv
are extremely large and magnificent. They looked
splendrous. Amidst ecstatic kirtana, Maharaja
performed the first aratito Their Lordships. Seva

Tulya prabhu then performed the fire sacrilice

assisted by highly qualified priests who had come
from Vendavana and Mumbai. While the yajna
was poing on suddenly it began ramning which is

a very auspicious sign.

Fourteen days after the installation, on 16th of
July, one of the most important and glorious
events took place for the first time in the history
of Ujjain: Lord Jagannatha's Rathayatra. After
resting due to “sickness,” Lord Jagannatha, along
with His elder brother and sister, came out to
give darsana to the general public through a

grand procession.

Maharija, along with all the temple devotees,
went to the Mid Day Meal kitchen temple. A
festive mood had taken over the temple. Many
dignitaries were invited, but the main guest was
the Governor of Ujjain. He was welcomed by
Mahardja at the temple and then brought to the
start of the procession where speeches were given
followed by arati to Their Lordships. As the
Ratha cart started moving devotees performed
melodious kirtana and danced. People came
flooding in to pull the chariot as it moved [rom
the market area, Freeganj, to the temple.
Everybody was in joy having participated in Lord

Jagannatha's first Rathayatra in the city of Avanti.
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Jagannatha Rathayatra 2008

By Krsnarcana dasa
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The Rathayatra celebrations this year in Ujjain
took place with great enthusiasm and grandeur
on the 4th of July. Many devotees arrived from
various places across India and around the world
to attend the Rathayatra, including several senior
devotees, Bhavananda prabhu, Kala Krsna
prabhu and Radha Krsna prabhu.

The festivities began the day before with Sri
Jagannatha's netronmilana, which means “the
opening of the Lord's eyes.” As we know, on the
day of Sniina yatra, Lord Jagannatha bathes with
a lot of water and thus performs His pastime of
falling sick with fever and cold. He gets bed
ridden and has a very special diet. After fifteen
days, He again gives us darsana on the
netronmilana day. This day is also significant as
the day of Gundica mandira marjana—the
cleansing of the Gundica temple (where the Lord

arrives after His Rathayatra procession). More
than a hundred and fifty devotees, young and old
alike, enthusiastically cleaned the entire temple
premises. His Holiness Bhakti Charu Mahiraja
personally took part in the temple cleaning
explaining that during this service we are
actually cleaning our hearts. Kila Krsna prabhu,
a senior disciple of Srila Prabhupada from
Canada, sang beautiful kirtanas thus enlivening
everyone while they cleaned the temple.

On the Rathayatra day Their Lordships Sri $ri
Jagannitha, Baladeva and Subhadra were placed
on a magnificent chariot that had been made in
Ujjain under the direction of Guru Maharaja. The
canopy was made in the Diety dress department
under the supervision of Syimangi Radhika
mataji. It took seven days to make and involved a
team of ten people. It took Pundarika Govinda
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prabhu and his team of devotees twenty-five days
to build the main body of the chariot. The |
chariot was driven by an engine, while being
drawn by ropes. The bottom part of the cart was
on a truck and thus the Ratha moved very
smoothly without any problems. The dome on
the Ratha was operated hydraulically.

The Deities and the Ratha were gorgeously
decorated with llower garlands. This year, the
Ratha took a long route—about seven kilometers
and covered the busiest parts of the city. The
festival was attended by more than 50, 000

| g )
1l ™

people. The publicity was tremendous and the
responsc overwhelming. Along the procession,
people chanted the Hare Krsnamaha mantra,
danced with the devotees and took maha prasada.
s a program just before the Rathayatra
¢ dais sat many honourable guests

There wa
began. On th
including prominent personalities of Ujjain.

en by the chief guest, Sri Paras

r Education in Madhya
Mayor. This was followed
ress and aratito Lord

Speeches were giv
Jain, the Minister fo
Pradesh and the City
by Guru Maharaja’s add

Jagannatha.

ive of heavy rainfall
on the day. It was
ct that it was the

Various samajas,

Although we were apprehens
the weather turned out perfect
nd pleasant despite the [a

mmer monsoon season.
ain, had their respective

cool a
hot, su
communities, n Ujj

booths set up at intervals on the procession route
and they showered flowers and offered garlands
and drinks to the participating devotees.
Devotees were tirelessly and enthusiastically
singing and dancing throughout the procession
which lasted for about six hours. There was
profuse distribution of Lord Jagannatha's prasada
along the route. The Rathayatra festival
transpired to be a grand success.

This year we celebrated Rathayatra with one
Ratha cart. But next year Guru Mahdraja wants to
hold the festival with three Rathas and to raise
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the height of the cart from 37 feet to 45 feet so

they look even more magnificent.

At the time of the Rathayatra there were Hindu-
Muslim riots all over India including Ujjain and

Indore. However, though we went through a

Muslim area, we encountered no problems. As

Guru Maharaja explained to us the following day,
“Lord Jagannatha is the Lord of the Universe.
bhagavan, Allah

God is one, whether we call Him
t broad, not

or God. Real religion makes our hear
narrow. Sanatana dharma means the eternal
pation of the soul. In that sense, we are
er Hindu nor Muslim nor Jew. We are

servants of the Lord. 50 il our Rathayatra

a mosque and our kirtana was opposed,

‘Allah ho Akbar!' We should all
ies

occu
neith
eternal
went by
we would chant
God's— Krsna or Allah's—glor

spread

together.”
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The Mystery of Lord Jagannatha

By H. H. Bhakti Charu Swami

The appearance of Lord Jagannatha is actually a
mystery. Who is Lord Jagannatha? We know that
Jagannitha is Krsna. But if Jagannatha is Krsna
then why doesn't He look like Krsna? Jagannitha
looks different. Krsna's form has been described
as nara vapuh, a human-like form. His form is
different to Narayana who has four arms. Krsna
has two arms like human beings. Secing
Narayana one can see that He is the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. But Krsna doesn't look
like the Supreme Personality of Godhead. He
looks like a human being. And not only does He
look like a human being, but He looks like a
cowherd boy. He doesn't even look like a city boy
but like a simple village boy. He doesn't look like
a prince, but like a very ordinary boy [rom a
village. But when it comes 1o Jagannatha we don’t
see any resemblance to Krsna at all.

There are many different misconceptions about
Lord Jagannatha. Some people think that
Jagannatha is a Buddhist deity of worship. They
don't consider that Jagannitha is even a Hindu
pod. There is the misconception that the
Buddhists actually established the Jagannatha
temple. There are many misconceptions because
of a lack of understanding. This is due mainly to
the different influences of the time. In the past,
when different sects became prevalent in India
and took over the worship of Jagannatha, they
influenced the worship and tried to give their
own stamp on the identity of Jagannitha. So at
onc point in ime the Jagannatha temple \\,-.15
redominantly influenced by the Buddhists who

! of the temple. At this time the

took over charge

whole of India was under the Buddhist influence,
King Ashoka defeated the King of Kalinda, the
King of Orissa, and he started to spread
Buddhism. And in the temples, which are places
of worship, common people, hearing the
prevalent ideology of the time, naturally accepted
and followed that doctrine. After Buddhism the
influence of impersonalism emerged. But, in due
course of time, by Krsna's mercy, Jagannatha's
original identity was once again established for
our benefit. We are now recognizing Jagannitha
as He is, as Krsna. How can there be any doubt of
His true position in anyone’s mind? When we sce
Jagannitha, Baladeva and Subhadra then we
naturally understand that when Balarima and
Subhadra are present then the personality of

Jaganndtha must be Krsna Himsell.

From the Skanda Purana we learn how the Lord
instructed King Indradyumna that these forms of
Jagannatha, Baladeva and Subhadra are His
eternal forms in the spiritual sky. So who and
where are these [orms in the spiritual realm? This
esoteric truth was explained by Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thikura on the
occasion ol Rathayitra as he delivered a lecture
on a radio programme.

The Queens of Dvirka often noticed that Krsna
was often absent minded during the day.
Although He was present in Dvarka, His mind
was clsewhere. At night they would hear Krsna in
His sleep calling out to the residents of
Vendavana, He was calling for His father and

mother, for His [riends and cows and for the
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gopis. They could therefore understand that
although Krsna was living in Dvarka but actually
He was always in Vmdavana. During the day His
mind was in Vrndiavana and at night, though His
body stayed in Dvarka, He went to Vrdivana. So
they became curious, what is there in Vrndavana
that makes Krsna always absorbed in Vindavana?
What is so special about Vindiavana? One day the
Queens approached Mother Rohini and asked
her, “You were in Vrndavana with Krsna during
His childhood, so please tell us what did Krsna
do there and what is there that attracts Krsna so?
Who are those residents of Vimdavana who
always absorb Krsna's thoughts?” Mother Rohini
replied, “1 will explain to you when Krsna and
Balarama are not present. If Rama'and Krsna are
here and They hear these descriptions They will
be put into a very painful situation. We should

spare Them of that agony.” So one day when

Krsna and Balarima were away, the Queens asked
Mother Rohini to tell them about Krsna and
Balarima’s activities in Vrndavana. While
Mother Rohini began describing events,
Subhadra was kept at the gate to guard the
entrance; She was to stop Krsna and Balarima
from entering in case They returned. As Mother
Rohini was speaking, Krsna and Balarama indeed
appeared there. But Subhadri, hearing Krsna and
Balarama'’s activities in Vrndiavana, became so
overwhelmed with emotions that Her voice
became choked and she could not speak. So she
couldn’t warn Mother Rohini and the Queens
that Krsna and Balarama had arrived. Although
she could not speak she stretched her arms out
wide to stop Them from entering the room.
Krsna was on one side of Subhadra and Balarima
was on her other side. Standing there Krsna and

Balarama listened to Their own activities in

Scanned with CamScanner



Vrndavana with the Vraja vasis. While hearing
these pastimes Krsna and Balarama experienced
such emotions that Their forms changed and
were transformed. Krsna's cyes became large like
two fully bloomed lotuses. His face lit up with a
beautiful, bright smile, and His limbs dissolved.
His whole countenance and existence changed.
His entire body became just His head and His
arms. His arms stretched forward with an intense
desire to embrace the residents of Vrndavana.
Seeing Krsna and Balarama assuming that form
Subhadri was also induced with similar ccstatic
emotions. She also assumed a similar form. But
as she felt extremely guilty for stopping Krsna
and Balarama from entering the room her arms
became withdrawn into her body. This is why
Krsna, Balarama and Subhadra assume these
transcendental forms: Krsna and Balarama’s arms
are stretched forward with an intense desire to
embrace Their most intimate associates of
Vrndavana and Subhadra's arms are withdrawn
within her body: This is the mystery of the
wonderful forms of Jagannatha, Baladeva and
Subhadra and how these forms are eternally
present in the spiritual sky. These forms are
present in Dviarka where Krsna of Dvarka
intensely desires to go back to Vrndivana to be
with His most intimate devotees in the mellows
of friendship, parental and conjugal relationships
and principally in the mellow of conjugal love.

There is another aspect of Lord Jagannatha’s
pastimes which have been revealed in Caitanya
Caritamrta through the pastimes of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu. When Caitanya Mahéaprabhu was
dancing in front of the chariot of Lord
Jagannatha He was singing a love song describing
a love affair between a young boy and a young
girl. The young girl describes: The one who stole
my heart when he was young, today he has
become my lord and we have now become

d. It is the same spring night where the
ows from the kadamba trees
alati flowers. 1 am the

unite
gentle breeze bl

carrving the fragrance of m

same heroine, the lover, with my beloved. Buy
still my heart is yearning to go back 1o the bank
of the River Reva, under the betasi trees,
Mahaprabhu was singing this song in frong of
Lord Jagannatha's chariot. Apparently this song i
describing a young girl's love story, her
dissatisfaction and her desire to go back 1o 1he
days of their youth when they were not marreq
and 1o relive their love affairs. All the devotees
were wondering why Mahaprabhu was singin,
this song? The only person who knew the

meaning and purpose of this song was Svarip,

Damodara.

After the Rathayitra was over, one day Caitanya
Mahaprabhu went to the kutir of Ripa Goswami.
At that time Rapa Goswami was not there. He
had gone to take bath in the ocean. Caitanya
Mahiprabhu was waiting for him in the thatched
hut and He noticed a palm leaf stuck on the
ceiling. Out of curiosity He pulled it out and saw
that a beautiful verse had been written on that
palm leaf with hand writing as exquisite as
pearls. The verse described a song where
Radharani is telling Her friend, “My dear [riend, |
met Krsna again in Kuruksetra. I am the same
Radhi and I met Krsna again. But still my heart is
yearning to go to the bank of the River Yamuna
in the forest of Vrndiavana where the whole
atmosphere is steeped with the sound of the filth
note of Krsna's {lute.” When Rapa Goswimi
returned, Mahaprabhu out of intense happiness
and joy slapped him on the back. He said, “Ruapa
how did you get to know my heart?” Then
Mahaprabhu asked Svaraipa Damodara, “How did
Rapa get to know my heart?” Svarapa Damodara
said, "My Lord, who can ever get to know your
heart? Only when you reveal your heart 1o
somebody and allow them to enter it, then only
can one understand your heart.” Caitanya
Mahaprabhu said, “Yes, Rapa is very dear to me.”

The song that Caitanya Mahaprabhu was singing
was actually in the mood of Srimati Ridharant;
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Srimati Radharani met Krsna after a hundred
years of separation. Srimati Radharani could not
cven bear a moment’s separation from Krsna.
When Her eyes would blink, for just one
moment she was unable to see Krsna. But She
could not bear this separation, and She blamed
Brahma, “What kind of creator are you that you
created a body which has eyes that blink?” That
Radharani had to bear separation from Krsna for
a hundred years. Aflter a hundred years, on the
occasion of the solar eclipse, Krsna went to
Kuruksetra. It is a custom, since time
immemorial, that people go to Kuruksetra on the
occasion of the solar eclipse and take bath in the
Samanta Pancaka. The residents of Vrndavana
also went there on that occasion. After the solar
eclipse, when everyone was arranging to leave
the place, the gopis received news that Krsna was
also there. So they ran to meet Krsna. At that
time Krsna was just about to leave. lle was
already on His chariot along with Balarama and
Subhadra on Their respective chariots. Though
Krsna was leaving, the residents of Vrndavana
immediately ran there to see Him after enduring
a hundred years of separation. But Radharani
wondered, “This is not the Krsna that 1 used to
know. The Krsna that [ know is a cowherd boy,
but this is a prince. The Krsna that I know wears
a peacock feather on His head, but this Krsna is
n. The Krsna that [ know wears a
round His neck, but this Krsna is
s and jewels. The

wearing a crow
flower garland a

wearing valuable ornament

Krsna that I know wears a yellow dhoti, but this

Krsna is decked in royal robes. The Krsna that [
s a flute in His hand, but this

s and arrows, armour and
is in Vrndavana,

know carrie
personality has bow

swords. The Krsna that know
sphere of the forest, but this

y noblemen, soldiers,
making such a

in the serene atmo
personality is surrounded b
ts and horses and they are
¢.” Although Radharani was

meeting Krsna after a hundred years She felt
dissatisfied because He was not the same Krsna
w. In the meantime, Krsna, secing

elephan
clamorous nois

that She kne

the residents of Vrndavana who were His dear-
most [riends and intimate associates, experienced
such emotions that His face lit up with a
beawtiful smile and His eyes became large like
two fully bloomed lotuses, In that emotional
state His whole countenance became just His
arms and His head. And with His arms He just
wanted to embrace the residents of Vindiavana,
The residents of Vrndavana, seeing the mood of
Srimati Radharini and the mood of Krsna,
grabbed hold of the chariot along with the horses
and started to drag it towards Vrndavana. This is

the [estival of Rathayatra.

In this way, in different scriptures and through
the descriptions of our acaryas, the identity of
Jagannatha, Baladeva and Subhadra has been
most wonderfully revealed to us. No matter what
others think about Jagannatha, Baladeva and
Subhadra to us the understanding is very clear:
this is Krsna along with Baladeva and Subhadra.
Jagannatha Puri is actually Kuruksetra. Dvarkesa
Krsna has come here and He is yearning to 20
back to Vrndavana. Krsna doesn’t want to be in
Dvarka. He simply wants to be in Vrndavana
because He wants to be in the association of His
devotees exchanging the most intense love of
friendship, parental and conjugal relationships.
That is why when Krsna came as Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, assuming the mood of Srimati
Radharini, He came to Jagannatha Puri because
He was in the same mood of separation.
Jagannatha is Krsna Himself, hankering for the
association of the devotees of vrndavana. And
Krsna Himsell comes as Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, in the mood of Radharani,
hankering for the association of Krsna in

avana. That is why after takin sannyasa

Vind
ok shelter of

Caitanya Mahaprabhu came and to
atha in Jaganndtha Puri where the

n and wanting to go 0

Lord Jagann
mood ol separatio
Vrndavana is prevalent.
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Mahakaleshwar

Mahakala, the lord of time and death

resides at the forest of Mahikala, Ujjain

By Ragahva pandita dasa

akase tarakam lingam, patale hatkeshwaram The tradition of Mahikala in the minds of the
bhilloke mahakalo, linga trayah namostute people is eternal. Ujjain used to be the central
(Linga Purana) point for calculation of Indian time and
Mahakala was considered the distinctive
“Lord Siva is worshipped in the form of Lingarh. presiding Deity of Ujjain.
In the upper planetary system he is worshipped
as tarak lingam, in the lower planetary system he Kalacakra Pravartako Mahakala
is worshipped as hatkeshwar and in the middle In the Vardha Puran Lord Siva is referred to as
planetary system, that is earth, he is worshipped nabhidese mahahala because he resides at the
as the lord of death and time, as Mahikala.” navel of the earth. The Mahakaleshwar Temple is

,;' \#z
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situated in this central point where the ancient
line of the equator is cut by the line of Cancer.
Mahikala is considered to be“Great Time"and in
ancient days all astronomical caleulations of time
were done from Ujjain. The Varaha Purana
reveals that by the mercy of Lord Mahakala the
cycle of time rotates. There is an observatory
called the yantramahal near the Mahakala temple

which supports this fact.

The glories of Lord Mahakala and Mahdikalpuri
(Ujjain) have been vividly described in various
Purinas like the Adibrahma Purana, Agni Purana,
Siva Purana, Saura Purana, and Vamana Purana.
In the Vamana Purana it is mentioned that
Prahalada Mahardja, after bathing in the River
Kshipra, took darsana of Lord Mahakala. Even
Lord Ramacandra prayed to Lord Mahakala. The
Supreme pPersonality of Godhead, Sri Krsna,
offered one thousand lotuses to Mahakala when
he came to Ujjain to study at the gurukula of

Sandipani Muni.

Appearance of Lord Siva in the form

of light: Jyotirlingam

Lord Siva is the Supreme Lords” divine hallow. At

the time of creation the Lord allows living

entities to enter into material nature. This fact is

revealed in the scriptures:

tal-lingam bhagavan sambur jyoti riipah sanatanah
(Bramha Sambhita)

Lord Siva is the eternal element of the Supreme
Lord manifested in the form of light.

Although Lord Siva is residing in the Mahakala-
van (forest of Mahakala) since the beginning of
creation, for the sake of his devotees, he appears

in the form of jyotir lingam.

Mahikaleshwar Jyotirlingam is the oldest sell-
manifested jyotirlingam deity among the twelve

celebrated jyotirlinganis in India. These
jyotirlingams are situated in different parts of
India: 1) Somanath in Saurastra, near Dwarka: 2)
Mallirkarjuna in Sri Sailam; 3) Mahakala in
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Ujjain; 4) Bhima-shankar in Dakini: 5)
Vaidhyanath in Parli: 6) Mamleshwar in Omkar,
7) Rameshwaram in Setubandha; 8) Nageshwar
in Darukwana; 9) Vishveshwar in Kashi: 10)
Triambaka in Nasik; 11) Kedarath in the
Himalayas and 12) Ghrashneshwar at Shivalay,
Orangabada.

Once upon a time, Avanti was ruled by the
brahmanas who were great devotees of Lord Siva.
The demon Dushan had conquered all the three
planctary systems but could not win Avantipura,
Dushan sent his generals to conquer Avanti but
they failed. So he himself arrived and tried to kill
thebrahmanas. No sooner did he attack the
brakmanas when suddenly the land broke into
two picces and Lord Siva manifested himself into
Jyotirlingar and killed Dushan. Lord Siva told
the brahmanas that he was very happy with their
devotional service and was ready to give them
any boon. The brahmanas requested him to grant
them the service of his lotus feet. Lord Siva is
most benevolent and easily pleased by service
rendered to him. On the request of the
brahmanas and fulfilling the desires of his
devotees he made his abode Ujjain.

By chanung of the maha-mrtunjaya japa (which
comes from the harma kanda section of the
Vedas) before the deity of Lord Mahakala, those
on their death-bed can be cured by his blessings.
Many people come to have darsana ol Mahikila
from every corner of India and dilferent parts of
the world. The deity of Lord Mahakileswar is
dalsina marti, facing south. Because of this
unique distinction the minti is also a centre of
attraction for tantrics (black magicians). The
Mahakila shrine is installed in the upper
sanctum of the temple called the Omkareshwar
temple. Hence the deity of Ombkareshwar is also

consecrated here.

The worship of Lord Mahakala by the great King

Vikramaditya and King Bhoja is well known all

sver India. This worship continued even in the
ove :

Moghal period when the Mahakala temple
continued to receive the same grant for piija
expenses, There is a Nagchandreshwar deity
(Siva linga over whose head a hooded snake sits)
in the second floor of the temple but pilgrim, a2
allowed dartana only on naga pancami day, oy,
a year. The atmosphere of the Mahakala temple
grounds is exactly like that of Siva-loka ((he
abode of Lord Siva). There are many small
temples of demigods and goddesses inside (e

temple arca.

Bhasm Ariti

Mahakila is popularly known as Bhatadipati, the
lord of all living entities, including ghosts. This is
the only Siva temple in the world where, during
ancient times, fresh ashes from corpses were
smeared on the sacred lingam early in the
morning. At present, ashes from dry cow dung
are used for this purpose. Strict discipline is
observed during arati time. No one can enter the
garbagraha (main altar) except men wearing sola
(a special silk dhoti). Sounds of cymbals,
conchshells, damru and Vedic hymns create a
unique atmosphere revealing the mortality of the
body and the immortality of the soul. This
morning ardti is so enlivening that it assures us
of Lord Siva's divine presence.

Festivities and Anusthan
Ceremonies
Mahia-mriunjaya Anusthian
Chanting 125,000 Japa of the maha-mrtunjaya
mantra before the deity of Mahakala gives quick
relief for all sorts of ailments and even critically
ill people have been cured.

Parjanya Anusthian

In the month of June, to receive sufficient
rainfall, this ceremony is performed by offering
pija and abhiseka to Lord Mahakala.

Darsana

Lord Mahakala gives darsana to his devotees in
various forms, The lingam is often decorated with
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have darsana of Mahikila as the Lord of Avanti.
Sri Mahilkala moves through the city in a
palanquin. The procession is escorted by the
District Collector of Ujjain. A platoon of
policemen with band and horse flight, perform a
march-past throughout the procession. The royal
sawariofl King Mahakala takes place in the
month of Bhadra. There is much festivity
throughout the grand procession. Devotees from
all corners of the world gather to have a glimpse
of their Lord in the form of a king. Lord
Mahikala is so benevolent on this day that he
comes out from the temple and receives offerings
from everyone, of all castes and creeds. The
ISKCON devotees also take part in the sawari.
They lead the procession with harinama,
chanting the glories of the Supreme Personality
of Godhead. H. H. Bhakti Charu Swami took part
in the first shahi sawari (royal procession) along
with the devotees. During the procession he
swept the path of $ri Mahakala with a silver

various items such as lamps, rice, sandal paste,
flowers and [ruits. On the day aflter Sivaratri,
Mahikala wears the floral crown ol a

bridegroom.

Shravan Mahotsava

During the months of Shravan and Bhadrapad
(mid-August to mid-September), special
programmes of music and dance are performed
for the pleasure of Mahikala by renowned artists

coming [rom distant places in Ujjain.

Hari-hara Milan

Hari-hara Milan is a festival which unites Sivaites
and Vaisnavas on the midnight of Vaikuntha
Caturdasi. Lord Mahakala goes to Dvirkadisha
(Gopal mandir) and hands over the charge of this
planet to Lord Visnu. Siva offers bilbapatra (leaf
from the bilba—wood apple-tree, liked by Siva)
to Dvarkadisha and a tulsigarland is offered to

him in return.

broom. From this time onwards it has become a
Sawari of Mahakala iradition that the ISKCON devotees lead the
The sawari (royal procession) of Lord Mahakala sawari by chanting harinama which is a great

is a unique celebration for the people of Ujjain to attraction for spectators.

o —
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Guru Upadesa

H. I, Bhakti Charu Swami

Srila Prabhupada had a very big plan 1o spread
Krsna consciousness all over the world, He
stressed that this movement must expand. Today
ISKCON has grown extensively but now we have
to think how to expand it further. In Krsna
consciousness there is no room for stagnation.
Krsna consciousness is dynamic. Dynamic means
movement. If we are not moving forward we will
move in the opposite direction. If you do not
progress, then you will regress towards maya. In
Krsna consciousness there is no stagnation. We
cannot stay static. We have to move forward. So
in Krsna consciousness we should be very
concerned and careful that we are always
progressing.

Now that we have come to Krsna consciousness
and accepted it sincerely we should not lose it.
There is no way that we should fall back into
maya. We must move forward towards the lotus
feet of Krsna in the spiritual sky. In order to
move forward what do you have to do? We have
1o do newer and newer things. In order to move
forward we must follow the four regulative
principles and chant sixteen rounds daily. And
we must render devotional service. Devotional
service means doing things as an expression of
our love for Krsna and to please Krsna. Krsna is
very quickly satisfied. Krsna Himself says, “If
somebody offers Me with love a leaf, a fruit, a

flower or water I will acceptit.”

As we make advancement our service attitude

ill develop. Initially, our service may not be so
tensive because in the beginning
developed. But as we

w
widespread or ex

our love for Krsna has not

develop our love for Krsna our service attitude
will increase. Just like when you love someone,
as an expression of your love, don't you want 1o
do something for that person? The more we love
the person, the more we want to do for him,
Similarly, as we develop our love for Krsna, we
will want to do more and more for Krsna. It is
not that we just offer some fruits and flowers and
think we have done our duty. If we love Krsna
then we always want to offer more to Krsna. And
when we do something for Krsna then we will
see how Krsna reciprocates with us. Krsna says,
“You have shown so much love for Me, now |
will love you even more.” Then the devotee feels,
“Krsna, You have done so much for me and
shown me so much love, I will do even more for
You!” In this way a competition begins between
Krsna and His devotee to see who can love more.
And actually in this loving contest Krsna
becomes defeated. Krsna loves to be defeated by
His devotee. That is how wonderful Krsna is.

As you develop your love for Krsna He will
inspire you to do things. When you become an
instrument in Krsna's hands, there is no way of
knowing how much Krsna will do through you.
We can become instruments by offering ourselves
to Krsna and giving up our false ego and selfish
interests. Only our false ego is stopping us from
surrendering to Krsna. So let us try to offer
everything to Krsna. He is sitting in our hearts
and knows everything. The whole world may
think that I am a big devotee of Krsna, but il my
heart is [ull of selfish desires, then Krsna will
know. We can’t hide anything from Krsna. But if
our heart is pure, then Krsna will be so pleased.
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“we sincerely want to serve Krsn: . ' wi ¢ i
If we sincerely erve Krsna, then He will then Krsna gives Himeelf to us. Krsna gives
- - | v " " 2
give us every thing liberation very easily, but He doesn’t give
devotion so easlly because through devotion

Sacrifice means offering everything to Krsna, Krsna becomes sold ott to the devotee, When a
Nothing is for me. Even 1 am not mine. 1 am devotee offers himself, then Krsna cannot help

Krena's, This body is Krsna's, this mind is but offer Himself to the devotee. Krsna becomes

Krsna's, this intelligence is Krsna's, everything is a servant of the devotee.

Krena's When vou offer everything to Krsna,

)

It is such a wonderful
process. If we practice this
process properly, then the
benefit will be
inconceivable. Is it that only

e

Y
-
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o
-
e ™
-
-

Arjuna, or Prahlada
Mahirija, Janaka, or Nanda
Mahiraja, are meant to be
devotees? No. Everyone has
the right to become Krsna's
devotee. These are examples

we must follow. These
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examples are there to
inspire us to become
devotees of Krsna.

Prabhupada was often
asked how he managed to
spread Krsna consciousness
all over the world in just
ten years. His answer was
that it was Krsna who did it.
Krsna can do anything. He
can make the impossible
endeavour of his devotee
possible. Krsna can
empower him because He is
the supreme controller. By
Krsna's divine arrangement
He can make His devotees
achieve all kinds of
wonderful things. We
simply have to become
devotees of Krsna, then all
kinds of wonderful things
will happen by His mercy.
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Preaching at the United Nations

H.H. Bhakti Charu Swami attends the UN giving

Krsna conscious solutions to Global Concerns

By Krsnarcana disa

Saranagati devi dasi (Mrs Sharon Hamilton-Getz)
is a disciple of H.H. Bhakti Charu Swami. Both
her father and brother are renowned in the
American film industry; her brother being the
Jfamous Hollywood actor George Hamilton. She is
a member of the NGO (Non-governmental
organization) Committee for Spirituality, Values
& Global Concerns (CSVGC) — at the United

Nations.

In October this year, the CSVGC expressed
interest in meeting Guru Maharaja during their
annual Week of Spirituality, Values and Global
Concerns. Unfortunately he was unable to
attend. Nevertheless in November, Saranagati
mataji organized an informal meeting of CSVGC
representatives at the UN offices in New York.
Three other NGO's—The Sacred and
Transcendental Arts Working Group, The
Institute of International Social Development and
The Institute for the Development of Education,
Arts and Leisure, attended the meeting.

One of the guests was a young girl called
Kamania from Dr Mishra's Ananda Ashram. Srila
Prabhupada stayed with Dr Mishra when he [irst
arrived in America and gave some lectures al the
ashram before he founded ISKCON. Guru
Maharaja discovered that Kamania loves 1o sing
kirtana and so he asked her to open the

¢. Playing on her folding harmonium

programm )
leading the group in

she sang a beautiful kirtana,

26

chanting, thus creating a perfect environment for
Guru Mahdraja’s talk.

Guru Maharija began speaking on the present
problems gripping the world, and pointed out
how these problems are due to people’s
selfishness, anger and greed to possess more and
more. However, in reality everything is owned by
the Supreme Being, and He is providing for
everyone in all respects. Whatever name we may
call Him, God, Allah, Jehovah or Krsna, He is the
same Supreme Person. He is our Supreme Father,
and with Him in the center if we become
brothers and sisters then we can become a true

family on earth.

Problems emerge in the world when we move
away [rom our inherent relationship with our
Father: He is like the sun showering its rays on
everyone. He loves us: He gives us food, water,
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oxygen and the balanced cycles in nature for our
sustenance. But we have forgotten Him and are
trying to lead our lives independent of His divine
care. However, when one decides to reestablish
one’s relationship with Him, offering all the love
of one’s heart to Him, then He dances with joy.
This bountiful joy is felt by both the devotee and
the Lord, and that leads to a joyous chanting of
His name, qualities and divine pastimes. This is
called kirtana. When many people congregate to
sing and chant the glory of the Lord it is called

sankirntana.

Guru Mahiraja emphasized the point that God is
the Supreme Personality. He is the Supreme
creator, the Supreme maintainer and the Supreme
proprietor. Many people think that God is an
imaginary concept, that He is formless or a bright
light. But He is a person: He has a name, form
and pastimes. He is real. He is not a product of
man’s imagination but the Absolute reality.
Creation cannot be the result of an accident; it is
a systematic and intelligent arrangement. Energy
may not have form but behind it there is the

i—

energetic, who is a person. That energetic
personality is active. He is not alone but is
surrounded by His associates. He enacts pastimes
to experience joy and provide joy to His

devotees.

Then Guru Mahéraja went on to describe the
importance of the human form of life. The
human form is distinct from all other forms of
life because of the human being's ability to
develop his consciousness to such an extent that
he can conceive the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. Therefore it is extremely important
that human beings take advantage of this most
wonderful opportunity by developing their
loving relationship with God.

After the programme all the attendees asked
questions. Many were deeply alfected by the
speech. But Guru Mahardja deflected any praise,
saying whatever he had spoken was but a plain
and simple representation of his spiritual master,
His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

Prabhupida.
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One of the NGO members, Georgina
Galinos, wrote about her experience of
attending this programme. Excerpts include:

What does one expect when they meet a
holy man in a saffron robe?  And how does
one allow an infusion of that sort to scttle
and take root in oneself? With the fragrance
of a newly blossomed jasmine ficld, Bhakti
Charu Swami Maharija graced our bland
conference room, with a transmission of
darsana, a light of hope to be imprinted on
onc’s psyche and soul. His answer is a
simple one - open your heart like a flower.
The room will never be the same again for
if the walls could speak they would echo.
There was no pretense of political unrest,
just a luminous glow surrounding his
presence, which he generously left behind.
His Holiness had a warm upturned smile
that reflected golden into the iris of his
eyes, into corners of the room, to seep into
the hearts of those present, a gift of
committed activism. “Whatever little I can,
I'will,” he said, and humbly urged
us, “This is not a time to be complacent. It
1s a time to re-spiritualize our world.”

Each person approached Swami Maharaja
with their contribution of thought and
perspective of which he openly addressed
as if you were in a private room with him.
His message was simple, personal, and
joyfully lit. There were tears of happiness.
There were frustrations and conlessions.
There were deep sacred directives and
diverse insights exchanged. Alongside the
sustenance of His Holiness's words, were
deliciously prepared Indian delicacies of
prasada that we all shared at a table dressed
with silk and gold threading. Surely this
appearance allowed God Power and
divinity to blossom once again at the

United Nations.

During his visit to the United Nation Gyp,
Maharija was introduced to Mrs, Salwa Kader
president of the US Federation for Midd], Fasy

Peace (USFMEP) and her husband, My Ralph
Kader, the chairman of the UN Military Mission

for Peace. They had a long discussion wigh Gury
Maharaja and felt they must have a Programme
with him in the UN before he left for India in

December.

The programme was arranged on 3" December
The event, organized by USFMEP, was a
discussion on, “Exploring the Practice of
Reconciliation: Muslims’ and Hindu's vision of
Understanding, Tolerance and Peace.” There was
media coverage from both India and the Middle
East. Salwa Kadar opened the meeting by
mourning the victims of the recent terrorist
attacks in Mumbai and expressed her
community’s deepest sympathy for them and
their family members. In Guru Maharaja’s
moving speech he addressed the need to
understand the real purpose of religion:

Synopsis of Guru Maharaja’s Speech

At a time like this, while mourning for those who

lost their lives in the terrorist attacks in Mumbai,

we are forced to wonder how can a group of

individuals become so insensitive and brutal that

they heinously slaughter so many innocent

people who have nothing to do with the cause

they are trying to advocate. Let us not try to find

the answer to this question through some cheap
sentiment or impractical intellectual speculation,

but through the proper perception of reality. This |
problem is particularly difficult to deal with
because it is happening in the name of religion,
and religion, when misrepresented, can very
casily turn into blingd faith and fanaticism, and

the breeding ground for violence and atrocities. |

Therelore the first responsibility we have is to
recognize the real purpose and objective of

religion and work towards achieving that goal.
Let us not try

lo recognize the existence of God 1
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through some blind faith and superstitious
rituals, but apply our common sense 10
understand Him and recognize His true identity:
Let us recognize Him as the Absolute Reality by
observing His divine arrangements. Let us '
observe with a truly inquisitive mind and wide-
open heart, how a small seed falls on the ground
and turns into a scedling. Then it grows into a
tree and bears beautiful flowers with exquisite
displays of colours, which gradually turm into
fruits with innumerable seeds. And in each seed
there is a tree with the possibility of producing
innumerable fruits. Let us honestly consider
whether this can be a result of a chance
happening or the divine arrangement of the

Supreme Omnipotent Personality. Let us consider

with an honest heart how wonderfully we are
receiving the supply of our food, water and
oxvgen, and how that Supreme Personality, like
our dear-most Father, is taking care of all our

needs.

Let us rise above all petty superstitions and blind
faith, and sincerely try to know Him. Let us
recognize the fact that all religions are speaking
about Him and showing the way. to develop our
loving relationship with Him. Due to difference
of language He may be identified by different
names but He is the one, and only one, Supreme
Personality, who created everything and is
maintaining everything. He is our Supreme
Father and dear-most friend.

We speak of universal brotherhood. That

brotherhood can be established only with thar
Supreme Father in the center. We aspire for
everlasting peace. That peace can be achieved
only by recognizing Him as the Supreme
Proprietor and our greatest benefactor who is so
concerned about us that He is residing in our
hearts and taking care of us in all respects. It is
due to our ignorance of Him that we submerged
ourselves in an ocean of miseries and created
such a precarious condition for the entire world.
The solution to all the problems of this world lies
in our recognizing Him and accepting Him.

Therelore, my sincere appeal to all the intelligent,
concerned and thoughtful people of this world is:
Please become united with a common mission to
recognize your Supreme Father and dear-most
friend. Please become aware that you have been
endowed with a wonderful ability to expand your
consciousness that enables you to perceive a
reality that exists beyond your sight; and there
your Supreme Father is waiting for you to return
to His loving embrace. Utilize your intelligence
and common sense to become convinced about
His existence. If you are convinced, then try to
get to know Him. Information about Him is
available. Please make a sincere endeavor to
collect that information. Please act according to
His instructions and develop your loving
relationship with Him, And when you have
experienced that love, distribute it generously to
others and invite them also to experience that

joy, which is the natural outcome of that divine

loving relationship.
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Vyasasana

By Sitarama disa

nama om visnu padaya, krsna presthaya bhittale,

srimate bhaktivedanta svamin iti namine

With these immortal words all of ISKCON
immediately fall to the ground offering dandavats
to the param guru Srila Prabhupada. It's always a
wonderful sight to behold and a heart-warming
welcome that clearly designates Srila
Prabhupada‘s children, followers and
grandchildren. Here, in Ujjain, it's made all the
more beautiful by the resplendence of Srila
Prabhupida's presence. Seated on an ornate and
wonderfully intricate vydsasana, he holds sway
over the empire that his son, Srila Bhakti Charu
Swami has built. Just hear Srila Bhaktisiddhanta's
explanation of this guru seva rendered in a

lecture:

“We have taken upon ourselves the responsibility
of welcoming this grave charge. All the audience
have accepted ordinary seats, | alone have been
provided with a lofty seat. All are being told in
effect, do have a look at a big animal from the
Zoo-gardens. What arrogance! So [oolish! So
wicked! Have you ever scen such a big brute?
Garlands of flowers have been put round his
neck! What laudations! What bombastic long-
drawn, and hyperbolic adjectives! And how
complacently too he is listening to the praise of
achievements, how intently, and with his
idently feels delighted in

\ violation of the

his own
own ears! He also ey
mind! Is he not actng in plain
teaching of Mahaprabhu? Can such a big brute,

so selfish and insolent, be ev [
pen to be one of the greatest ©

good advice on account

er reclaimed from

brutishness? 1 hap

fools. No on¢ offers me

of my arrogance. Inasmuch as nobody
condescends to instruct me 1 placed my case
before Mahiprabhu Himself. The thought
occurred to me that T would make over the
charge of myself to Him and see what He would
advise me to do. Then $ri Caitanya deva said to

me:

‘Whom-so-ever thou meet'st, instruct him
regarding Krsna;

By My command being Guru deliver this land;
In this thou wilt not be obstructed by the current
of the world;

Thou wilt have My company once again at this
place.”

In this verse is to be found the proper
explanation of the apparent inconsistency
noticed above. He, whose only teaching is
humility greater than that of a blade of grass,
said, “By My command being guru save this
land!” In this instance Mahaprabhu Himself has
given the command. His command being,
“perform the duty of the guru, even as [ do it
myself.”

The vyasasana offered to Srila Prabhupada here
in Ujjain glimmers with gold leaf, shimmering
with excellence while abounding with
knowledge. It is a seat worthy of ardjarsi, saintly
king, in the great tradition of Bharatavarsa and
is, underneath the external design, deeply
imbued with the knowledge, charity, humility
and surrender evident in the words of Srila
Bhaktisiddhinta Sarasvati Thakura, guru of Srila
Prabhupada.
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One simply stares in amazement at the cralt of
those who carved this exquisite piece of
(ranscendental furniture. The eyes feast on the
intricate and delicate features. Ultimately its
crowning glory is the personality sc;uc-.l’
derneath its beautiful domes. In his own

o & x
fashion Srila Prabhupida presents the

un

inimitable

wood with a purpose while staring intently out at
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11s, ever compassionate, grave, silent yet
continually speaking through those occupying
the seat of Vyasa. He is making sure that we do

this properly and without speculation.

['he reverence with which His Holiness Bhakti

Charu Swami regards his spiritu
aken to present his guru

with an appropnate seat
worthy of the learning
exuding from this lofty

al master is seen

in the great care he has t

e

pcrch.

“The spiritual master is
the ocean of mercy,
friend of the poor and
lord and master of the
devotees. By his mercy
one can cross over the
ocean of material
suffering and obtain the

mercy of Krsna.” —
Gurvastakam

$rila Prabhupada’s
vyasasanais the
example of how t
things nicely. This
mantra, ‘doing things
nicely and first class,
under rides all of our
beloved Gurudeva’s
activities in Ujjain. In
the Gurvastakam we are
glorifying the spiritual
master as the

ative of the

odo

=1
- T

represent
Supreme Lord and

ort that he should
be treated with the
same respect afforded
{0 God. This seat
clearly shows how that

understanding is
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manifested.
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lave y joved re:

Youenjoyed reading about Lord Jagannatha's pastimes?
Now you can test your memory.

Complete the crossword using the clues.

I
?
) ‘
A
]
! [
"
" N
n

Across: 12, Jagannatha means the Lord of the ....
2. Lord Jagannatha's cart is followed by His elder

brother and sister whose names are. .. Down;
4. Who was the King of Puri in Lord Caitanya’s 1. What is the name of Lord Jagannatha’s home?

time? 3. What is the name of the temple where
5. What is the name of Lord Jagannitha’s conch? Rathyatrid ends at?

Jagannatha Puni is shaped like a ... 4. What does Lord Balarima carry with Him?
7. What does Lord Jagannatha hold in His left 8. Rathaydtrd is the festival of ...

hand? 11, What does Lord Jagannitha hold in His right
9. How many food oflerings are prepared daily for hand?

Lord Jagannitha?
10. What is used to clean the streets making way

< EWILL semangy oy YRR 6 CApEa | weeq  Undgeeedn] | msemd ) 71 f¥emesy N

Moplgig § M) | ORREEd o rausleaeg § tgmiedens) o e saapeny ey

for the carts?
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Colour by
Numbers

Have fun
colouring in
Lord Jagannatha!

1. Black
2. White
3. Red

4. Yellow

Spot the Difference

Look carefully to find how many
things the artist has forgotten to
draw and circle ivin!
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The Lord in the Heart

By Sitarama disa

The glittering array of dresses and paraphernalia

that adorn the inconceivable beauty of the Deities

in Ujjain presents an ever interesting aclivity in
the lives of the pujari’s. Busy from long before
any one else has risen, they are always
contemplating which of the many wonderful
outfits most display the Lord’s mood on a
particular day.

Preparations begin the day before as colours have

to be co-ordinated, jewellry selected, flower
garlands prepared, cooks organized, support
services arranged and all servants informed of
their specific duties. Head pajari, Arunaksha
prabhu, is rarely seen to engage in unnecessary
conversation. This service demands his team’s

full time attention. Even an untrained eye can see

the meticulous attention to detail as the Deities
appear for Their greeting ceremony in the
morning.

Devotees all have their favourite outfits and wait
with bated breath to see how Sri Sri Radha
Madan Mohan are adorned.

The sharp architectural lines of the altar's design
creates lots of space in which to maneuver while
enhancing the Deities looks in crisp lighting that
allows for an always unforgettable darsana.
Maintaining this high standard of worship is a
taxing alfair that requires a truly dedicated team.
Brahmana'’s like Prema bhakti, Abhirama,
Ambarisa and a host of others ensure that the
service remains of an extremely high standard.
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[ can state, emphatically, that this is the very first
rime that Ujjaini’s get the opportunity to observe
such iremendously high standards. Their
appreciation can be seen by the way the temple
has become a central gathering place. By slow
degrees, Krsna is simply turning their attention
(o Him by His Divine appearance in the opulence

of sweetness that defies everything they've come

to know as the mirti. These miirti’s are not just
statues but the eternal form of the Lord and

people are beginning to recognize that.

Here in Ujjain, that same Lord of the heart,
performing His pastime of standing still and
accepting service, is permanently manifested in
some of His most blissful appearances.

Sri $ri Radha Madan Mohan, Sri Sri Krsna
Balarama and Sri Sri Gaura Nitai.

The whole paravyoma, spiritual sky, on one altar
worshiped by young piijaris who daily dress
Them in the finery of spiritual fashion that
makes Bollywood pale in comparison. They

present a splendid feast to the material eyes
which are spiritualized simply by seeing Their
Transcendental Forms, thus cascading through
the heart a flood of feelings unknown even to our
own selfl. Visit the mandir and see, with those
eyes devoid of insight, the Glorious Splendid
Forms of God, Sri Krsna, in His always

continuing lila as the worshipable Deity.

Abandon all varieties of religion and just
surrender, through the eyes, to the Supreme
Eternality. ISKCON Ujjain is the ornamentation
of the spiritual sky in a visible feast that allows us
to forget the absolute misery of material life
which, like poison, fills our hearts and minds
with sheer dreams of madness centered on sense
enjoyment. Purify your eyes by seeing the Lord
in a loving mood of servitorship and, as Srila
Prabhupada says, “Don’t try to see the Lord, but
act in such a way that the Lord will see you.”
Don't think but drink, with your eyes, the nectar
of the Supreme Sat-Cit-Ananda Vigraha.

Jaya! All Glories to the Murti Lilaof Sri Sri
Radha Madan Mohan!
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In the summer of 2005, Guru Maharija was
visiting London during his yearly preaching tour
of Europe. The ISKCON Usjjain temple had
opened carlier that year in February and he had
been telling the devotees about the new temple
and of the exciting projects developing there.
One day he asked me, “Jahnava, do you think we
can make silk flower arrangements for the altar
in Ujjain?™ He explained how in Ujjain fresh
flowers are not readily available especially during
the hot summer season. In fact under his
direction the devotees had grown lavish beds of
marigolds and large dahlias in front of the
temple. Many visiting guests were amazed to see
such beautiful flowers, the likes of which they
had never seen before in such abundance in
Ujjain. Guru Maharija elaborated that I should
get high quality silk flowers from London and
make flower vases to decorate the altar. As with
every aspect of the temple’s development he

“outlined in detail what was to be done: He

"wanted six sets of arrangements, each set to be of
different colours and flower combinations. The

lowers had to look real and natural. Some

devotees suggested we buy the flowers in India

but Guru Maharija wanted the best quality goods

1 were available in London. Like other

whicl
anted

aspects of the temple construction he w
only the best offered 1o the Lord.

a said that flowers are the
worship. Following his desires,
ly offered fresh

érila Prabhupad

opulence of Deity

in our temples the Deities are dai

A Labour of Love

Flower vases for Radhi Madan Mohan

By Jahnava devi dasi

flower garlands and the altar decorated with
Mlower vases. The opulence and detail of such
Diety worship has made our temples renowned
and unique around the world.

In London the devotees often bought silk flowers
for the many weddings held at Bhaktivedanta
Manor and for the large festival Pandal
programmes. [ went with Lalita sakhi mataji (an
expert florist in charge of flower decorations at
the Manor) and Niladri Krsna prabhu (a god-
brother) to the wholesale unit to buy the flowers
and floristry equipment, like oasis (foam used for
holding the flowers secure), tape and wire. The
flowers were then packed and sent as [ragile
cargo with devotees travelling to Ujjain.

In October I went to Ujjain from Vrndavana to
start the service. First we had to find some nice
vases 1o hold the arrangements. Arcana mataji,
Citra rapini mataji (a local Ujjain devotee) and 1
went into town. For two days we searched all
over Ujjain’s markets. We needed attractive brass
or copper vases, about 50 cm wide, 0 hold the
oasis and flowers securely. We also needed a large
quantity—thirty vases for all the different sets!
As Ujjain is a small town it was very difficult 1o
find what we wanted and in the end could only
small quantity of smaller vases. Once 1

buy a
king the vases | encountered some

started ma

obstacles. I was used to working with [resh

flowers which are easy to cut and assemble. But
a

the silk flowers came with plastic stems covering
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hick wires 10 give the flowers support. These
wires had to be cut with wire cutters and pliers,
requiring much strength and effort. 1 found
mysell spending most of my time and energy just
cutting them. But, mercifully, Raidha Madan
Mohan sent devotees 1o help me. In particular
They sent Krsna virya mataji, who was bcfiuing
her name: virya means strong. Some of the
flowers came in bouquets of short stems which
had to be attached with floral tape to green wires
to make them long enough for the large vases.
Having cut and stuck the flowers together we
could finally start making the arrangements.
Initially we made two sample arrangements for
Guru Maharaja to check for his approval. While
we were making the vases Guru Maharija walked
into the room which was strewn with flowers
everywhere. 1 was being [rugal with the flowers
as | had greatly under-estimated how many
flowers we would need. But Guru Maharaja,
understanding the situation, told me we could

always buy more and that I should make the
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vases packed and over-flowing so they looked full
and opulent. Then, to our great delight, he took
some flowers and proceeded to show us how the
flowers should be arranged. Having this direct
guidance and inspiration, Krsna virya and 1 made
two complete sets of vases for the altar, It took
time and there were more difficulties. Because
the vases were too small for the large
arrangements they would sometimes topple over!
We put sand into the vase containers to give
them weight and steadiness, but it was clear we
needed bigger vases and, as is important in

flower arranging, to get the mechanics of the art
correct.

It was definitely a trial and error process—a
learning curve in trying to serve Radha Madan
Mohan. But I realized that this is part of the
process in practicing devotional service; A
process that is enhanced in the holy dhama. 1 was
beginning to understand that Ujjain, like
Vrndavana and Mayapura, is a holy place,

%)

3 3
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sanctified
Spiritually

and special. The dhama is surcharged

and so more powerful and potent. The
difficulties | encountered felt mo

re intense but
they also helped incre

ase my desire to serve and
depend upon the Lord: | had to pray harder for
help in rendering service for His pleasure. My
spiritual master was also personally present,
overlooking the service and giving instant

feedback. This gave me extra pressure and

impetus to do the service well. But the difficultics
were beneficial, As Srila Prabhupada had 1old

Guru Mahirdja, anxicty in the service of Krsna is
good.

o
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Some months later I received a letter from Gury
Mahardja reminding me to arrange to get more
flowers from London. While Candramukhi
mataji kindly donated for the cost, Radha vinoade
and Campaklata went with Lalita sakhi to the
wholesale floral outlet and spent six hours
choosing the flowers. Radha vinode was shocked
by the quantity and wondcred what we would do
with so many flowers, especially when he saw
them occupying all the space in his garage. After
spending hours carefully packing the flowers,
came the issue of how to get them 1o Ujjain. The
Ist Installation anniversary of the temple was

approaching in early February. There were some
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Jevolees attending from London by, how could
they take 50kg's of extra luggage wil, lhcn-\?
gventually Narahari prabhu and 113
purushottama prabhu offered to 1ake some but
(here was still another box remaining, Ridha
vinode acknowledged that it would by cheaper 1o
buy a ticket 10 India for his brother-in-lay,
Niladri Krsna prabhu, then to send the boy by
freight. And so the remaining flowers reacheq
Ujjain. In the meantime, Guru Mahiraja told me
to go to Dethi to find better vases. Afier scouring
the busy streets of Chandi Chowk market |
ceventually found the suitable vases,

when 1 heard about the lengths to which the
devotees had gone to purchase and send the
flowers I felt so indebted to them: [ felt 1 had to
try my very best to make beautiful vases for the
pleasure of the Deities and the devotees. Aflter the
wonderful three day festival celebrating the 1%
anniversary of the temple inauguration we began
a two week marathon. Because of the festival
there were many devotees who kindly helped
with the strenuous task of cutting the wired
flowers. Though it was an arduous job, and in
my eyes not a very inspiring service, I was
amazed and grateful at how the devotees were so
happy to render this service. In the end there
were five sets of arrangements. Guru Maharaja
and the devotees were pleased. The arrangements
then had to be stored properly and cleaned
regularly in the dusty climate. The temple
president, Ganga Nardyana prabhu, allocated a
separate room for them and had shelves built
along the walls to keep them safely.

Some months later 1 heard from Arcana that the
arrangements needed repairing: 1t was inevitable
that as the vases were moved about frequently
they would become disarranged and lose shape.
Maintenance and care of the flowers became the
next necessity in the service. | had wanted to
train some local devotees but as they were S0
busy in the new expanding temple it had not
been possible. But then 1 heard that Nayika

43

mataji had been repairing the vases. | was
fl_ln.'iml that Radha Madan Mohan had made
Their own arcangements and inspired her to take
care of Their Mlower vases, She was perfect for the
setvice as she was very antistic and had a natural
Mair and avachment 1o working with flowers; her
service was making garlands and on festival days
she often made fresh Nower decorations. When 1
wentagain to Ujjain in September 2007, 1
showed Nayika the techniques and styles 1 had
learnt in flower arranging,. In my last
conversation with Guru Mahardja he noticed that
the flowers were so dusty that their colour was
fading. So he asked that they be washed and
remade. In this way this service of flower
decorations for Riadha Madan Mohan continues

When I lived in London my service was making
flower vases for Radha Gokulananda and when
we movgd to Vrndavana in 2005 [ missed my
service very much. As the external manifestation
of the Supersoul, my spiritual master knew this
and arranged for me to render this service in
Ujjain for Radha Madan Mohan. When he was
building the Ujjain temple and with many more
projects under development, I often felt bad that
1 could not help him in any way. Again out of his
compassion he responded to my inner call and
asked me to come and render some small service
in Ujjain. And as the service unfolds as an
ongoing project it also provides me with a
constant connection of service to him and
ISKCON Usjain.

Through the different stages of the service 1
realized the importance of collective endeavour
in service. For one person to render even this
small service would be difficult, but through
efforts of all the dilferent devotees involved il
difficulties were overcome and an offering
made 1o Ridha Madan Mohan. Such is ;
of Srila Prabhupada: He gave us a siructure 0
temples worldwide where we can receive
spiritual association and serve K_rsagl together.
-

« 4
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Come Dance with

: the Supreme Lord
| By Sitarama disa

Upon entering the ISKCON Ujjain Ridha Madan

Mohan Mandir just look up, instead of ahead, 20
you will be hurtled into a sight far exceeding the
work of Michaelangelo or any renaissance artise
by the ecstatic vision of the Supreme Lor

Syamasundara, dancing with His most beloved
consort, Srimati Ridhirani, and her sakhis, the

gopi’s of Vrndavana.

Rooted to the spot you'll want 1o lie
on your back to fully value and
appreciate the exquisite art
adorning the ceiling.
Surrounded by the chief

ornament of bhakti in Vrndivana,

Srimati Tulsi manjari, the Divine
Couple exude their eternal fragrance
which can, if you're so qualified, be
sensed through the eyes.

One can almost visualize the Lord
sporting in the groves of
Vrondavana where the rdsa
lila takes place. The
painting transports one o
a domain where the
spiritual senses are
awakened by a musical mix
ol ankle bells, kartals, vinds,
sitars. Mutes and whatever sounds can be
conjured by musical talents. The encircling gopis,
their full attention on the independent Lord
dancing with them simultaneously, are singing
sweet songs of bliss that evoke the highest
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pleasure: This is surpassed by the singing of
krsnﬂ'-‘ female counterpart, His internal pleasure
pmcnc)'.
granscendent
hc}‘t’nd our description. He accompanies Her with

His lilung and most bewilderingly beautiful dance

Srimati Radharani, whose ocean of
al sounds pleases Syamasundara

moves while playing His most auspicious flute.

Qo siriking are these sounds that the hard knot of
sensual pleasure binding us to this material sphere

will be smashed to pieces.

Who needs to go night clubbing? Who wants to

be a mallrat secking pleasure in the modern

shopping mall
purchase designer goods? Who needs to sit in bars

cearching out other bodies for sensual pleasure?
Who is so mad that they can think that this bag of
blood. bile, stool, urine, phlegm and narcissism
was ever designed to give pleasure? Who has
become so dull-headed that they regard the
sensual screeching on MTV, ala Madonna,
Aguilera, Spears etc. as singing, or the drug
induced gyrations on the dance [loors of epic rave

s where young people now reside to

parties as worthy of mention?

Il you want to dance, come and join the Gaura
arati and expose yourself to the Lord of the
Dance, $ri $ri Radha Madan Mohan! Come and
try to out-dance Him in a transcendental
competition. Come and experience the real
pleasure as the beautiful bhajans and kirtanas [low
from the mouths of devotees already
enchanted with their Master. Come
and join in the innocence and eterna
lightness of being by simply dancing
for the pleasure of the Lord and lose that

temperamental ego that lives with all of us.

Come rant and rave, in the mood of harinamd
sankirtana. It's so simple it defies the bewildering
notion of enjoyment that drives us mad alter sense
enjoyment. Chant and dance to your hearts content.

Hare Krsna Hare Krsna Krsna Krsna Hare Hare
Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare




Krsna’s Acts Purity the Hear¢

Reflections on media, actors and the original herg

By Malati manjari devi dasi

In India many basic aspects of life and death are
more obvious or visible whereas in the West
things appear to be hidden and nicely covered.
Every time 1 go to India through Mumbai, 1
cannot help but notice the obnoxiously blaring
billboards seeking to catch the attention of the
passers-by: For example, Bollywood has a vast
spectrum of movies which mostly advertise lust
and violence. Not only movies, today almost
every product is sold using attractive men and
woman as sales agents for advertising campaigns.

The female form is especially capturing the
senses of the masses and awaking men’s lusty
desires. Any film producer knows that without a
romantic story his movie will not sell. Thus it is
hard to find a movie without the element of lust
or crime, which we as Vaisnavas consider sinful.
Even il in their own lives people do not act in
such grossly sinful ways, their desires are fulfilled
through the (e)motions on the screen.

The attraction to the dark and gloomy is so much
stronger than to goodness and purity, in fiction as
well as in reality. No newspaper would sell if it
were not for reports about crime, disaster,
violence and war. Thus, the sinful and lusty
desires in the heart find their outlet in
identification with dark acts.

The material world is a perverted reflection of the
spiritual world. And film is a reflection of that
perverted reflection of the spiritual world. It is

where the conditioned souls like 1o take shelter
by identifying with their heroes! (However, if .
apply transcendental vision, then even in moyje.
we [ind that Krsna is indirectly the acting force
behind the scenes and the agent of karma. This i
amazingly clear to understand in many films.)

Recent studies have shown that our emotions
and analytical thinking go side by side and
cannot be separated. More than thoughts, our
emotions leave deep imprints on the mind. If we
feed our mind with material emotions we become
more entangled in the network of material life.
By watching movies or reading mundane novels
people experience emotions which bind them to
the illusory world. The carriers of these emotions
are the movie-stars and protagonists, who
become perverted reflections of the spiritual
master.

Why do people have the desire to identily with
these mundane heroes? Krsna is the source of
everything that exists and the perfection of
everything. Therefore, He is also the best actor.
Krsna literally EN-ACTS His pastimes and these
pastimes are the original dramas of which all
other dramas are perverted reflections. However,
while an ordinary actor only pretends to be
something he is not, Krsna and His pastimes are
non-dilferent.

In his original position the soul has pure love for
Krsna, but in the conditioned stage this love
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ums inte lust. So the original source of our taste

for Just—and violence as the frustrated outcome

of that desire—is Krsna. He Himsell has the

Jesire 1o experience violence and love, but these
exhibitions are
ghibiting His
ions, Krsna so ferociously kills demons

pure and transcendental.
fighting spirit in many

incarna
(he most sophisticated Special Ellects

that even
hnology in Hollywood cannot create a

¢ of. As Lord Nrsimhadeva He kills
As Lord Parasurama He kills
rations of ksatriyas, drenching

ers of blood. And in His original

tec
semblanc
Hiranvakasipu.
pwenty one gene
the carth with v
form as Krsna He kills

liberated by His touch.

many demons who are all

e adi-rasa, He satisfies the

desires of His most intimate devotees, the gopis.
ne He purifies the whole world's
ealing Himself as

In His highest rasa, th

At the same ti1

desire for amorous pastimes, rev

the best of lovers. Simply by hearing, about these

wonderful pastimes we experience spiritual

emotions which purify us from our own fust and
anger. Krsna's acts are thus the highest

benediction for mankind. They purify
love, whereas

the hean

and awaken our dormant -»pmm.ul

movies and other forms of material
incriminate us MmMore and

d death. Thus the
ighter and

entertainment only
more in the cycle of birth ar
knot of material existence gets

tighter.

Krsna gave us the most amazing pastimes which
cannot be imitated by any conditioned soul.
Therelore the perfection of cinema surely is the
depiction of the pastimes of the Lord and His
devotees—as Guru Mahdraja and other devotees
ady done. These transcendental movies

have alre
to Krsna, the goal of our

bring us closer

existence.

.
T e
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The Mid Day Meal Programme

Ujjain Temple Feeds 28,000 School Children Daily

By Anuttama Disa

Ujjain, Madvapradesh—In this central Indian
city, best known as the place where Lord Krsna
studied at the school of his guru, Sandipani
Muni, during His childhood pastimes, today's
school children are healthier and happier due to
the free food program provided by the ISKCON
Ujjain Temple to the one hundred and seventy
schools in the local district.

Since July 2007, more than 28,000 school
children each day are fed a healthy, vegetarian
meal six days per week by the temple’s Food for
Life program. The project is a partnership of the

local and federal government, which provides
partial funding, and ISKCON, which provides
manpower, infrastructure, and additional
funding.

“Malnutrition remains a serious problem for
India’s poorest children,” said Bhakti Charu
Swami, spiritual head of ISKCON in Ujjain. “The
government asked us to run this program
because they knew we could manage in a way
that maximized both the quality and quantity of
food distributed.”
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fach day, long before sunrise, the sixty-member
rood for Life stall begins preparing its daily
quota of fresh subji (vegetarian stew), dahl (lentil
soup) and chapattis (unleavened bread). While
(he menu is traditional Indian, the means of

pmduction are not.

{n the center of the large, modern Food for Life
kitchen stands a 30-foot long machine that looks
like a huge pizza factory. Every hour, more than
10.000 chapattis will be flattened and baked in
the oven. By the end of each day, 90,000 chapattis

are ready for distribution to the region’s school

kids.

“For many of the children, the lunch we provide
is the only real meal they get all day.” said
Laksminath dasa, Food for Life Manager. “Our
founder-acarya, Srila prabhupida, said no-one
should go hungry within ten miles of a Krsna
temple. He inspires me to help as many kids as

-

can.

Upstairs, on 1op of the kitchen, an automatic

wheat-sifting machine sorts the best grains and

T

\ ]

sends them to the adjoining room to be fresh-
ground into llour, and then downstairs 10 the
chapatti oven. Dahl and subji arc cooked in large

table-size woks nearby.

By late morning, the first batch of 1,000 ten-liter
stainless steel containers, full of hot dahl, subji,
and chapattis, leave the Food for Life kitchen, 2
block from the ISKCON temple. Eight trucks, all
painted with bright color murals of Krsna
enjoying lunch with His spiritual associates, the
cowherd boys of Vrndavana, are loaded with the
sealed containers of pras;‘ula-snnctil'ied food and
then driven off to deliver their cargo of nutrition
to the one hundred and seventy schools.

The Food for Life program was inaugurated by
the Chief Minister (stat¢ governor) of
Madyapradesh, Mr. Shiva Raj Singh Chuan, less
than one year ago. However, the programme’s
success has already prompted the nearby Devas
School District to ask ISKCON to feed its 60,000
students—a task the temple plans to undertake

in the very near future.
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ISKCON Ujjain Projects

By Krsnarcana disa

Govinda’s Restaurant

Within the temple compound is the Govinda's
Restaurant, which is world class and truly the
best vegetarian multi-cuisine restaurant in Ujjain,
1t offers the best quality food which is not only
purely vegetarian, onion and garlic free, but also
spiritualized by being offered to Krsna. Besides
that, the donation is used in Krsna's service.
Thus Govinda's helps you make spiritual
advancement while satisfying your palate. As H.
H. Bhaku Charu Swami has stressed, it is
therefore very necessary to establish Govinda's
Restaurants around the world. Govinda’s at
Ujjain serves as the model for all other such
restaurants to follow.

Govinda’s restaurant has a huge dining hall,
about 3,500 square feet area. The interior was
designed by Maharaja, who drew inspiration for
the decor and wall paintings from S$rila
Prabhupada’s beautifully illustrated book, Light
of the Bhagavata. The huge windows are draped
with plush deep blue curtains and the ceiling
consists of painted domes depicting the night sky
adorned with stars and clouds. The restaurant
seats a capacity o a hundred and fifteen people
and has about twenty-five employees, including
four cooks.

The menu was created by Maharija himsell and
consists of a wide range of delicious cuisine,
ranging from South Indian dosas to pizzas, from
soups to desserts and starters to fullthalis. There
are a variety ol pizzas, with a multitude of
toppings to choose [rom. There are sizzlers and a

variety of appetizers, raitas, salads and papads,
which supplement the main course. This
includes about fifteen different combinations of
paneer and vegetable subjis. The breads range
from tandoori, rotis, naans, kulchas and parathas,
Along with a variety of flavoured and fried rice
dishes there are lentils of all different kinds.
Under the Chinese selection, items include sweet
and sour soups and an assortment of fried
noodles. There is also a diversity of snacks from
pakoras, vegetable kebabs, sandwiches, rolls.
burgers, cutlets along with French fries and pav
bhaji. The South Indian delicacies includeidlis,
vadas, and a range of dosas and utappams. There
are also a variety of sweets, fresh fruit juices,
desserts and hot and cold bev crages including a
very special variety of herbal teas.

Much of the credit for the success of Govinda's
go¢es to Radha vallabha prabhu, a world-class
cook and the manager of Govinda's. He is
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15::i5"~'d by Malini mataji, a renowned cook who

oVeTSCeS the kitchen, and Vivasvan prabhu who
rakes €
busy €
gince it
famous
local peo
visitors [r¢
dine at Govinda’s greatly appreciate the high
preparations and the serene

are of purchasing, The restaurant is very
pecially during weekends and holidays.

s opening last summer it has become
and is extremely popular amongst the
ple of Ujjain. Govinda's also hosts many
,m around the world. The guests who

quality of the
ambience of th
ceveral senior dis
Govinda’s stands out
Krsna conscious restaurant.

¢ restaurant. As remarked by
ciples of Srila Prabhupada,
as the ideal example of a

The Guest House and Auditorium
ntto Govinda’s Restaurant is the ISKCON

Guesthouse. The three story building has
with the

Adjace
Ujjain
(wenty-ei
best quality furniture
re very spacious (21 feet by

st standards of cleanliness are
e rooms all have split A/C

¢ with wide balconies
wtiful gardens and the
ata prabhu manages the
care of the needs of
uesthouse certainly
accommodation in

ght luxurious marble rooms
and en-suite bathrooms.

The rooms a 10 feet)

and the highe
maintained. Th
facilities and com
overlooking the be:
temple. H.G. Priyavr
Guesthouse and takes
residing guests. The G
provides the best quality
Ujjain. Since it’s opening last summer, the
Guesthouse has been extremely busy
accommodating many Visitors, including

sannyasis, GBC members, gurus and other
visiting devotees and pilgrims from across India

and different parts of the world.

At the top of the building on the third floor is the

Auditorium. This large hall, with a built in stage,

has the capacity of holding five hundred people.
al and cultural
also seminars

Here we host various spiritu
programmes during festivals and
and other events.

Goshalla
ISKCON Uijjain has a well maintained

chind the temple. We have about twelve
The elderly

hi and
over twenty

Goshalla

just b
cows, bulls and calves altogether.
milk giving cows are Sujata, Surab
Sunanda. Between them they give
litres of milk daily.

There are two full time employees working for
the Goshalla under the supervision of Yogesa
Candra prabhu, a resident brahmacari of the
temple. The cows ar¢ fed with different types of
grass and fodder: Apart from dry grass, they are
fed corn grass and a kind of grass called ‘hathi
ghaas’ or ‘elephant grass'. They are also given
crushed wheat, jaggery (gur) and kholi (remnants
after removing oil from soya bean seeds). All the
medical needs of the cows are well taken care of.

The milk from the cows is used to make the milk

sweets and other preparations for the Deities.
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ISKCON Youth Forum for Boys

By Krsnarcana dasa

The ISKCON Youth Forum (1YF) for Boys in
Ujjain actively conducts preaching programmes
in colleges and hostels where students meet and
congregate. In the local vicinity there are now
about two hundred and fifty students regularly
chanting the Hare Krsna maha-mantra. Apart
from the colleges in Ujjain, IYF also organizes
regular programmes in the nearby towns of
Indore, Bhopal, Sehore and other places. We have
three bases in Indore and one in Bhopal.
Programmes are being conducted regularly in the
following colleges:

1. GEC, Ujjain
MIT, Ujjain
Vikram University, Ujjain
SGSITS, Indore
IET-DAVY, Indore
Medicaps Institute of Technology, Indore
IPS Academy, Indore
Maulana Azad National Institute of
Technology (MANIT), Bhopal

9. Barkatullah University, Bhopal

10. RGPV, Bhopal

11. Oriental Institute of Technology, Bhopal

12. RKDF institute of Technology, Bhopal
Apart from holding programmes in colleges, we
also preach in hostels and other locations.
Summer camps are organized for college students

~

® NV

where young boys can stay in the temple for two
to three days and receive first hand experience of
temple life; attending the morning programme,
participating in kirtanas, listening to classes,
honouring sumptuous feasts and engaging in
various services to the Lord. Many students come
from places like Indore and Bhopal to stay in the
temple for a few days a month and become
spiritually charged to engage in Krsna
consciousness before going back to their

respective places.

Brahmacari Training before Grhastha dsrama
(BTG) camps are conducted in the summer
vacation to give solid brahmacari training to the
boys. During festivals and other events, IYF
students play a vital role in making these events a
success—they do a variety of services including
prasadam distribution, cleaning, queue
management, singing kirtana and dancing in the
temple, book distribution and preaching. They
also perform dramas and other shows to attract

newcomers to Krsna consciousness.

IYF Ujjain is headed by H.G. Narayan prabhu,
the Temple President, and run by a team of
preachers who guide the members of the Forum.




SKCON Youth Forum for Girls

By Radha pyari devi dasi

preaching is the only means to save ourselves
and all other living entities from the dense |
Jarkness of nescience. Srila Prabhupida wanted
all of us to prcach. And his main focus was
preaching 10 the youth, for youth is the best time

inone’s life.

The great English poet John Milton also
commented on the passing of his youth:

How soon hath Time, the subtle thief of youth,
Stolen on his wings my three and twentieth year!

Therefore to save the youth of today, who are the

future of tomorrow, we have started the ISKCON

Youth Forum (1YF) for the girls in our temple.
We are under the solicitous guidance of H.G.
forum will benefit not

Radhirani mataji. Our
but the whole of

only the residents of Ujjain
Madhya Pradesh.

Our Activities

We have a group of twenty very sin
regularly visit the temple and serve Sri Sri
urday Classes where

\Madan Mohan. We hold Sat
extensive training is given to the girls: Our
d school preaching

activities include college an

and we also perform cultural stage shows of
various festivals like Janmﬂs'-“ml' pmhh‘upz‘idﬂ
Memorial Festival, €t¢: The pr
started, but soon w¢
involvement of girls 1

Prabhupada. This gummer W€ e
ain. Many girls attende

iUng
Wwe are now making
mmes-

"

Summer Camp in Ul

and it was a greal SUCCESS-
. el ora
preparations © start aniversity prosé

Involvement of

His Holiness Bhakti Charu Swami
Our most honourable Gurudeva, His Holiness
Bhakti Charu Swami, is not only concerned
about preaching to young boys but equally
emphasizes the importance of preaching to
young girls.

Recently we had a wonderful meeting with him
where he personally asked each of the girls to
chant at least one round a day. Here is the
summary of the nectar he gave us that day.

«The most basic yet most important teaching of
our philosophy is the difference between the
conscious and the unconscious. The soul and the
body are not the same- The soul is conscious and
the body is unconscious. We are not this body
but we are the conscious spirit soul. That is our
real identity. The spirit soul is part and parcel of
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Sri Krsna.
We are His parts and parcels b
separated form Him. As a finger is unable to
survive if it separates itself from the body,
similarly because We have separated ourselves
from Krsna, weé have lost our existence. We can
regain it only if we re-establish our dormant
relationship with the Supreme Lord. The way (o

do that is through love. Love is the power of the
always associated with the soul,
our heart only to olferto Krsna,
the source of all pleasure. He always loves us: He
od, shelter, protcction and everything
1is that we don't love
ationship with
hrsikesa sevanam

ut we are now

soul which is
and itis there in

gives us fo
we need. bul the problen
Him. And that is why our rel
Krsna is not complete. Hrsikena

i Je can I¢ ve Krsna by
phaltir ucayte: We can learn 10 lo sna by
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engaging all our senses in the service of the
owner of all the senses, Hrsikesa, Sri Krsna. By
understanding this we can create a perfect
balance between the body and the soul, The soul
is the servant of Krsna. Jivera svaripa haya
krsnera nitya dasa. And this body is an
Instrument to serve Krsna. So by engaging all our
senses in the service of the Supreme Lord with all
the love of our heart we can actually make our
life successful.”

Our Aim

The aim of the IYF is to convince everyone to
accept Krsna consciousness, and to council and
facilitate each and every individual so that they
can become an asset to our movement. Our
desire is to make each individual a catalyst to
increase the rate of the preaching mission of Srila
Prabhupada. In simple words we want everyone
to surrender whole heartedly to the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, Sri Krsna.

Interviews

Mona Chaturvediis a local resident of Ujjain,
She is twenty one years old and a firsy year
Commerce student at Vikram Univer«.ily' Ujjain,
She also works as a supervisor and receptionis i,
the 1ISKCON Ujjain Guest house. She hag been
coming to the temple for three years and chants

sixteen rounds daily.

What changes do you feel in your life after joiniy,,
ISKCON? 4
I feel that there are a number of benefits from
joining ISKCON, but definitely no loss. Before
joining I knew nothing about spirituality. But
now | am able to understand the importance of
having a spiritual life. Because of ISKCON, 1 got
to know the real aim of my life. By the mercy of
Guru Maharija and the wonderful association of
the devotees [ am able to serve the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, Sri Krsna. From the
bottom of my heart 1 admire H.H. Bhakti Charu
Swami Maharija for all his kindness and mercy.

2
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What do you like in ISKCON?
m"mcu:d to the most beautiful deities of i

Jan
Mohan. Actually their Lordships

ols made of stone but They are really

e npl Id
dharani and Sri Madan Mohan, I can

Srim‘-“i Ra
ze this becav
mple activities, I like to make

reali 1s¢ They [ulfill all my desires.
Amonsg the te
q;ul.uuls. distri
\ahardja’s eccstatic k

devotees shopping.

bute books, to dance during Guru

irtanas and also to take the

is the aim of your life?
ife is to become a good devotee

derful servant of Sri Guru and Sri

what
The aim of myl
and to be awon

Krsna.

Shradha Khemkahas lived in Ujjain for three
years. She is twenty one years old and studied
Engineering at Mahakal Institute of Technology in
Ujjain. She has been coming to the temple for two

years and chants sixteen rounds daily. She now

works for a software company in Pune, Bombay.

- A W

What changes do you feel in your life after joining
ISKCON?

Alter joining ISKCON 1 feel 1 have everything
that my body and soul needs. Here | learnt what
the soul is. Now the needs of my soul are totally
fullilled and my senses are fully engaged in

ue chants the holy name

serving Krsna: My tong
hagavatam,

of the Lord, my ears listen to Srimad B
my eyes sce the lotus-like form of the
fered to the Lord and
my heart

Lord, my

nose smells the flowers of
my skin trembles. 1 am very happy and

is full of bliss. 1 have received the most
ritual master, my

precious

possession of my life, my spi
Gurudeva, H.H. Bhakti Charu Swami. Whenever
a garland 1 feel that

[ get his mercy in the form of
en he smiles at me

[ am a noble prize winner. Wh

or talks to me, 1 feel my life is now successful.

Now, alter joining ISKCON, 1 feel that [ am the

most fortunate person in the world.

What do you like in ISKCON?

1 like each and every activity in ISKCON.

national/societyjforiKrishnalConsciousness

Acharya : His Divine Grace l!\.(:i Bhak}iuedanta Swami Prabhupada
Y - i J g

-
T e

N i i o e
e
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ISKCON is a perfect institution and a most
precious gift 1o us from Srila Prabhupada, My
favourite activity is to dance in front of their
Lordships, especially during Gurn Maharaja’s
cestatic kirtanas. 1 love to listen to class, to do
translation work, gold leafing and to take visiting

devotcees to Ujjain's holy places fordaréana.

What is the aim of your life?

In my carly life I wanted 1o become very rich. |
wanted to give a Tuxurious life to my mother as
she had 1o struggle her whole life to give me the
best education and facilities. But now 1 know that
Krsna is taking care of us all so nicely and so we
don’t have 1o worry for anything. Now the aim of
my life is to serve my Guru Maharaja in the best
possible way and to please him. He is my eternal
master and [ simply depend on his mercy. My
only prayer to him is to always allow me to
remain under the shelter of his divine lotus feet.
There is no other place suitable for me.

Medha Kakarhas lived in for Ujjain two years.
She is seventeen years old and is studying
Biology in class 12 at school. She chants eighteen

rounds daily:

What changes do you feel in your life after joining
ISKCON?

After joining ISKCON I feel that I have come to
exactly the right place where we all really
belong—the spiritual world. I feel very joyful,
happy and enthusiastic. When I have darsana of
5ri Sri Radha Madan Mohan I realized that They
are the most wonderful deities. We can share all
our problems with them and feel assured They
will help us as long as we are devoted 10 Them.

What do you like in ISKCON?

First of all I like the deities, who are extremely
" beautiful. I also like the wonderful kirtanas
- which makes us dance for Krsna. I love prasadam
and the association of the devotees through

which we learn many valuable things whicy, hel
us in onr devotional life. What I like besy i

hearing Guri Mahdrija’s lectures,

What is the aim of your life?
My aim is to serve Radha Krsna and My mosy

dear Guru Maharaja. No matter in whicheye,
corner of the world I 'may be, my ultimate aip, s

to be able to serve my Gurudeva

Heena Bhargavais a local resident of Ujjain <,
is nincteen years old and a first year Computer
Applications student at Mahiraja College, Ujjain
She has been coming to the temple for a year 454
chants four rounds daily. She regularly makes
garlands for Their Lordships.

What changes do you feel in your life after joining

ISKCON?
After joining ISKCON I found the answers to 4l

my philosophical questions. Previously I used 15
[eel very agitated and fearful about my future. |
used to watch T.V. a lot. But now I feel very
happy. All my problems have been solved. Now
when I have time, instead of watching T.V., I sing
bhajans or read Prabhupida's books. By joining
ISKCON, my tolerance has increased a lot and 1
don’t get angry. Now I don't think of my own
personal necessities like dressing myself
beautifully, etc. But now, whatever I think or
desire, is all for Ridha Madan Mohan. Because |
do service for Them I can feel Their love.

What do you like in ISKCON?

I'love 1o stand in front of the deities and to have
Their darsana. 1 also like to dance while Guru
Maharija is singing kirtana. 1 like to make
garlands, 1o sing in the temple, 1o read Srila
Prabhupada’s books, attend all the festivals and
Lo associate with the devotees.

What is the aim of your life?
My aim is become a good devotee of Krsna.
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Congregationg] Preaching

By Krsnarcang disa

His Holiness Bhakt Charu Swami Mahirija

qarted the congregational preaching in Uj-;.;un

with five grhastha preachers. He told 1I|c|ﬁ o

<tart a weekly programme in each of their homes

with four or five members in cach group. The |

five grhastha couples who initiated the preaching

are:

1. Ragahva pandita prabhu and Syamali mataji

3. Mohan rupa prabhu and Apardjita mataji

3. Vraja Kisora prabhu and Vraja Kisori mataji

4 Parasurama prabhu and Syamangi Radhika
mataji

5. Srinatha Krsna prabhu and Rangini Radha

mataji

These five couples conduct programmes every

Saturday evening in their homes for local

ave been conducting
ght months and
nding every
nding

grhastha families. They h
these programmes for the past ei
started with four to six members atte
weekend. Now the number of people atte

re than tripled. The

the groups has mo
ana, lecture, a question

programme includes kirt

and answer session and prusada.

Every § /
Y Sunday another programme is conducted
separately ji

parately for matajis. About twelve to fifteen
matajis attend,

Apart from the weekly programmes, all the
congregation members of Ujjain attend a
monthly meeting at the temple. The lecture is
given by His Holiness Bhakti Charu Swami
Maharaja or Ganga Narayana prabhu in
Maharija’s absence. In total about a hundred and
twenty-five to a hundred and fifty devotees
attend this programme which ends with a

sumptuous feast.

Two months ago, a three day camp was
conducted for the grhasthas connected to the
Fach family was given their own separate
the guest house. The day began with the
amme and continued throughout

temple.
room in

morning progr
the day packed with ongoing programmes

including kirtanas, lectures, video shows and

group discu
attended the camp and they

c.\'pcriencc.

ssions. About twenty-two families
all had a blissful

b z ¥ ‘. oy
s R, m:" .
(P _:A_.—.dh!-f~ pey
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Bhaumj Puja for
Varaha Mihir 1T Park

By Radharang devi dasj

On Sunday 9th of March, we helg the Bhimj

Puja—Ground Breaking Ceremony—for (e

Varaha Mihir Info Domain IT pagk. The land for

this project is a short distance from our ISKCON

Ujjain temple, located at 43 Bharalpuri Ujjain.

The IT Park will be the highest building in
Madhya Pradesh consisting of twin lowers,
fifteen stories high. It will be buily upon a seven
acre piece of land, 300,000 square feet of area.
The first two floors will be shopping malls. The
third floor will be an exhibition of Vedic culture.
The remaining twelve stories will comprise of
exclusive IT Offices, plus conference rooms, a
state of the art auditorium and a stereoscopic
planetarium. It will also host IT related setups
like a 3D animation studio, an animation school,
advanced software base, a training school, a call
centre and research and development centers. On
one floor an exclusive ISKCON TV channel will

be set up to broadcast, twenty-four hours a day,
all over the world.

The IT park is named after Varahar Mihir one of
the greatest astrologers of all time. He was onc of
the nine gems in the court of Vikramaditya, King
of Ujjain. In his royal assembly, King
Vikramadl‘lya had the most brilliant and learned
dividuals for different branches of knowledge.
And Varaha Mihir was most renowned in the
field of astrology. The third floor of the IT P‘"kb
Will be an exhibit on the life of Variha Mihir, his
Achievements and the glories of Vedic usmlwlug)'-
The Museum will depict the glory of India’s

hcnmgc‘ culture ang scientific advancement.

The ground breakin

& ceremony for the IT park
had been postponec

I many times due 10
uncertainties, but linally on the morning

March 2008, Bhakti Charuy Mahiraja su
all the departmental managers for an u
meeting. Immediately he started allocating duties
to devotees. Laksminath prabhu had to arrange
to erect the pandal. Govinda prabhu and
Sandipan Krsna prabhu were 1o design the
invitation cards with Priyavrata prabhu
organizing the printer. Then Ragahva pandita
prabhu was to distribute the invitations. Radhi
Vallabha prabhu had to prepare the prasadam and
Ganga Nardyana prabhu was to follow up on the
VIP list. 1 had to organize the ISKCON Youth
Forum for Girls team to serve prasada, write up
the press release and invitation cards. Having

being allocated these tasks, we all sped off into
action.

of 8th
mmoned
rgent

There was such a buzz and excitement as we all
continuously liaised with one another and

worked as a team to achieve our tasks for the

pleasure of Mahardja. All day Gurudeva was busy

checking with us 1o see that our tasks were being
accomplished.

That night Maharaja could not sleep due to the
banging of the pandal being erected (‘m 1rhe
temple grounds. He walked downstairs 1usT alter
midnight to find Laksniinath prabhu working
away with his team erecting the pandal.

-
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;::ch :;\]: ;]\:vl Maharija asked Laksminath

ong he had worked qill. Laksminath
prabhu told Maharaja he had been up until 2 am,
After Srimad Bhagavatam class, Maharaja checked
with the various devotees if all was w ell. He then
went down personally to ensure that everything
was being done as he had instructed. The air was
filled with excitement and festivity.

The Bhami Puja commenced at 11:30am with
devotees chanting the maha mantra, Upon arrival
Maharija paid his obeisances to the yajia kunda
and circumambulated it three times before sitting
before it. He then requested Mahaman prabhu,

W \ i
\VA AVA|
[V mE
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his god-brother from Indore, and various guests
and devotees to sit down and participate in the
yajiia.Maharaja explained that the yajnawas
being performing to obtain the blessings of Lord
Krsna for the commencement of the project. This
was the authorized way to seek the pleasure of
the Lord and invoke auspiciousness for the
beginning of the project. As Mahiraja started the
yajita,His Honourable Minister, Mr. Babulal
Gaur, the Minister of Public Undenakings,
arrived. Later many more VIP's attended.
Aaharaja invited them all o participate in the
,-apm:md chant the Brahma Samhitaverses.

\f".

After the yajia, Bhakti Charu Maharaja dug into
the earth with a decorated plough. All the
devotees erupted into cheering loud “Haribols!”
Then various politicians also dug into the carth,
after which, they all left for the next part of the
event that was being held at our ISKCON temple

auditorium.

At the auditorium, Maharaja and the guests were
honored with flower garlands. Mahirija gave a
very powerful speech. He first explained that in
this age of Kali, dharma is standing on one leg. In
the age of Kali the Lord appears in a very special
way: He comes in one day of Brahma in the 28th
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catur yuga to depict His Vrndavana pastimes.
That Lord Krsna is not an incarnation but the
original Supreme Personality of Godhead. Then

in Kali yuga, Krsna appears as Sri Krsna Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, to teach us how to be a devotee and
serve Krsna. Caitanya Mahaprabhu also comes to
establish the process of sankiirtana yajia. The

word sankiirtana has two connotations; when

many peaple get together to perform kiirtana and
the other is samyak, 10 completely use everything

in the service ol Krsna.
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park! He r_splaincd how before coming to Ujjain

e had beer 2

hat people dor
inslmd TV has

o he decided 10
master His Divine Grace A.C.

usy making a movie. He realized

vt read very much anymore:
become a very powerful tool. And
make a movie on the life story of

his spirimal

Bha].;li\'cd'.ml
cstablish an 1T Park. In this age people

ery sinful. Today there is such a

2 Swami Srila Prabhupida. Now he

\\'.lnlcd o

have become V
| Jack of proper education. There is no education

| on spiritual knowledge. Therefore it was
'r necessary 10 teach pcoplc of their true identity
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and for them to understand God. By engaging
them in chanting the glories of the Lord they
could very quickly attain spiritual perfection.
Mahirija elaborated how today people think that
India is backwards. But 5,000 years 350 India
was the most advanced country, while the rest of
‘he_ world was in darkness. Therefore the
objective of setting up the IT park was 10
establish the glory of Vedic culture and to show it
as the most profound, exalted and clevated
culture of this world in all fields.

Alter the speech Maharaja thanked all the
dignitaries for their support. He then thanked the
public and all the devotees with very heartfelt
words of gratitude for coming forward to inspire
and enthuse him: “No big job can be achieved
single handedly. So let us all get together and do

something wonderful for Ujjain.”

Mahiman prabhu then spoke explaining the true
meaning of yukta vairagya as utilizing everything
in Krsna's service. He ended his address by saying
that $rila Prabhupada always used to think big
and Maharaja has that same quality—He thinks

big!

Maharaja thanked all the devotees
and wonderful services. Very
d, *We make plans and clforts

In the evening
for their hard work
humbly he explaine

Lo serve Krsna. Now
It is not that we just depend on Krsna but we

don't do anything. If Krsna wants, all kinds of
wonderful things can happen. Nota blade of grass
move without the sanction of Krsna's will.”

let us see what Krsna wants.

can

buted boxes of maha sweelts

Mahdraja then distri
rfect day ina perfectly sweet

1o us all, ending a pe

way.
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*® H. H. Bhakti Cha

e »
thnu have something

to this world. ‘ if your present
is filled \IUI flaws, still the worldawil
benelu. w

L J »

Learn: Accept what you&n . %
Appreciate what or!xers d giv’ o
them credit for it. .
.e v
s B
Ambition: The determination to mov

mountains to make way for the devotees

to progress towards the lotus feet of >

L

Krsna.

Honesty: Krsna is always watching you.
He will correct you when you make
mistakes and He will reward you as you

deserve.

Sleep : How 1 sleep is not important.
How 1 stay awake is what really matters.

Sincerity: Although you are completely
insignificant and Krsna is the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, still He wants
you to do something for Him. Therefore,

try your best.
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ISKCON Ujjain cordially ihvites all of you to visit the ancient

Vedic land of Ujjain—Avantipura.
Come experience the holy abode where
$ri Krsna and Balarama performed Their gurukula pastimes.

adan Mohan Mandir
atpuri, Ujjain—4 56010, MP,

Fax: 0734-2336000
Web: www .iskconujjain.

Sri Sri Radha M
a Land, 33-37 Bhar
Tel: 07 34-2535000
pamho.nel

India

Hare Krishn
com

F-Mail: iskcon.ujjain@
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